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Os- We are not pleased with the contents of the pre- 
sent sheet—though nothing is inserted that we would 
have omitted; but many things are omitted that it was 
desirable should have had an insertion—and must be de- 
ferred. ‘The intervention of the general holiday, Chrits- 
“mas, has materially interrupted the course we would have 
pursued, if feeling freedom to pursue our own wishes. 

Oak wood, in Philadelphia, is at ten dollars the cord— 
though the seat of the great coal district of the United 
States; at Baltimore it sclls for three and an half doi- 
lars. Why don’t they use the Columbia rail road to 
bring it to market, and reduce the price? So we use 
the Baltimore and Ohio rail road. 

Impelled by the awful force of its own consequences, 
the news of the fire at New York has passed on the 


‘‘wings of the wind,” on its way to the remotest ends of 


the earth, and already has reached almost every densely 
populated part of the United States. We cannot, there- 
fore, attempt to make out any news to present our readers 
with; and shall content ourselves with a few brief and 


general notices, intending hereafter to offer a record of 


the whole matter, so far as to preserve a history of this 
great catastrophe. 

On the night of Tuesday the 15th inst. there were two 
large fires in New York, and it was day-light before the 
exhausted and almost perishing firemen reached their 
homes, most of their apparatus deranged, or frozen, &e, 
for the thermometer had stood at zero, and the wind was 
exceedingly fierce from the north-west. But on those 
occasions they persevered, and subdued the enemy. On 
the following night, Wednesday, the 16th, the great ca- 
Jamity befel the city. <A fire commenced in a store, on 
Merchant street, aud it extended, and continued to des- 


troy, for fifteen or more hours, until fifty-two acres of 


houses, chiefly great stores, were burnt down, at the loss 
of property worth from 15 to 20 millions of dollars—in- 
cluding the late superb exchange, With several churches, 
and indeed almost every building within its range, and 
the various and rich goods contained in them—being final- 
ly stopped by an extensive blowing-up of houses by gun- 
powder, obtained from a distance of five miles, the depot of 
the navy yard at Brooklyn—the water freezing as it fell, 
even if capable of being forced through the hose! For in 
addition to the vast confusion that naturally ensued, the ri- 
ors of a most inclement season were to be encountered, 
The part of the city swept by the fire, was emphatical- 
ly the business part, more than any other part of the same 
space, in the great commercial emporium; and was par- 
ticularly severe on the importers of French goods, though 
dealers in other dry goods and groceries did not escape. 
The following is an estimate of the houses destroyed. 
Wall street, (including the exchange),............ 9 
Pearl GtrOet os iiccccscccsessevvcsccvcsccvcccensO 
Souths street. .cccccccscccccccccccccsevcccccewdd 
Water street. occcccccccccccccccccccscccccees FO 
Front street... cc sscccsccccscccccccsecccce cost BO 
Merchant Strect......cccccccccccccesecese ceed 
Exchange place. .....cccccscccccccvecccees ces B 
Exchange street.....cescccccccscccccccccescsssdh 
Willing Street. cc cccccccccccccccccccccecs coceeSe 
Old ship. ..cccccccccccccccccccccscccccceccs cod 
Coenties slip... .cccocccccccccccccccccccese el ® 
Brome Mreet oo cscs sccdccsccesccscccccsccccces- OO 
Hanover Square. . 2... cccccccccscccccccsccccree & 
Beaver street..... 
Governeur’s lane. . ooo. ccecccccccvccccecec es 0B 
JOOS Dame oo ccc cece cccccesecccvic ces eves seesedO 
Cuyler’s alley..........ecccccse cece cscs ee coer. QO 
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Other accounts make the number very nearly seven 
hundred—almost all of them large and good buildings, 
four or five stories high, and some of them capable of 
holding the cargo of the largest ships. Indeed, several 
entire cargoes were destroyed. <A vast quantity of teas, 
a whole cargo, and 2,000 hhds, of sugar, &c. were among 
the articles consumed, 

The people, however, are taking courage. The cor- 
poration will raise a large sum, say six millions, on their 
bonds—and the U.S. bank, though winding up its affairs, 
and reduced in its means, will advance two millions. Phi- 
ladelphia, Boston and Baltimore will lend a powerful 
‘helping hand’”’—anud we may hope that the burnt part 
of the city will soon be rebuilt in a more substantial and 
better manner than before. 

There is an elasticity in the character of the people of 
New York that forbids despondeney—though many will 
suffer, especially the holders of insurance stocks. Buta 
large part of those injured will not sink under their 
losses—the great wealth of the city permitting great losses 
without poverty. 

A large quantity of interesting incidents and proceed- 
ings are given in the New York papers, which shall be 
kept for future use. ‘The time will soon be when they 
must become exceedingly interesting. 

Money is searee, both in New York and Philade!phia. 
In the former city one per cent. per month is paid on the 
best paper. In Philadelphia the condition of moneyed 
affairs is thus deseribed in Bicknell’s Reporter: 

“We stated, a fortnight since, that at that time a severe 
pressure prevailed in the money market—that the paper of 
some of our best mercantile hoases was offered at from one 
and a half to two percent. a month. We regret to be eompel- 
led to state that the appearance of the president’s message has 
afforded no relief, but has tended rather to depress stocks toa 
still greater extent, and to induce capitalists who have money 
to invest, to retain itin their possession until something deci- 
sive is heard from France. Our banks are unable to discount 
any new paper—while those who some months since obtained 
loans from these institutions, unable to pay, are compelled to 
ask renewals. In short, the greatest distress prevails in our 
money market, and unless some relief is speedily afforded, we 
may anticipate some failures among our men of business, al- 
though we rejoice to be enabled to say that nothing of the kind 
has occurred as yet.”? 

(This was published a week Jefore the late great fire 
wis known to have happened at New York; mouey is 
career sinee then. } 

The emigration to Arkansas is very great—‘‘with 
large droves of negroes’*—says a Tattle Rock paper; ex- 
clusive of those who are about to join the people of Texas, 
Col. Crocket has left Litthe Rock, with his followers, for 
Texas. Many others had the saine destination. 

The Natchez Courier of the Ist inst. says:—‘‘Judging 
from the immense cmigration to Texas within the past 
month, from this quarter, and from the reports of travel- 
lers, who state that hundreds are met upon the road eve- 
ry day, Texas will be able to boast of an army of 10,000 
befove January.” 

We learn by a gentleman direct from Helena, that Davis 
Thompson, esq. the new receiver of public moneys at that 
place, arrived there about two weeks ago, and had entered on 
the discharge of duties at his office, and that, since his arrival, 
about two hundred thousand dollars had been received at that 
land office forthe entry of lands. That land office has only 
been in operation about a year, and yet more than half a mil- 
lion of dollars have been paid into it for the purchase of lands, 
This argues well for the settlement and future wealth and 


prosperity of the Mississippi section of our territory. 
[Ark. Gazette. 


Judge Marshall left particular directions for an in- 
scription upon his tomb. ‘The inscription mentions him 
by his name—the day of his birth—the day of his mar- 
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Fiage—the name of his wife, and the period of their 


separation by death—and the date of his own dissolu- 
tion. 


Some eight or nine of the ‘‘mob cases” have been tried 
in the Baltimore city court, in a majority of which the 
accused have been found guilty. Two of the prisoners 


who lately escaped from Baltimore county jail, have been 
retaken 


Terrence Coyle, (an Trishman), who was indicted and 
found guilty of murder, 18 month ago, (in the seeond de- 
gree),in the case of Mr. Mercer, in Anne Arundle eoun- 
ty court, and sentenced to the penitentiary for eighteen 
year; has been also, found guilty of the same offence, in 
the case of Mr. WWatson (on the Baltimore and Ohio rail 
road)—and has reached the place of his destination!— 
the penitentiary, for, we belicve, thirty-six yeurs. 

The Lady Franklin and Portsmouth steamboats run 
a-foul of each other, a few days since in the Ohio, by 
which the former was sunk, and from 14 to 18 persons 
drowned! 

The ice has been so plentiful, in the upper Missis- 


sippi, as to forbid its navigation. The Ohio had fallen 
30 feet. 


It seems now settled that Mississippi has gone against 
the administration—that Mr. Lynch has been elected go- 
vernor by a considerable majority; and that Mr. Poin- 
dexter, or some other opposition member, will be sent to 
the senate of the United States. 

And from the Globe we learn that—The house of re- 
presentatives of the legislature of A/abama, have just “re- 
seinded and rendered null and void,” the preamble and 
resolutions of its last session, nominating Husa L. 
Wauirs as a candidate for the presideney of the United 


ie, The vote stood 48 for rescinding, and 36 against 
t. 


In pursuance of a resolution of the Baltimore conven- 
tion, the Muhlenberg party of Pennsylvania are regzlar- 
i commanded to hold a convention at Harrisburgh.— 
The 8th of January is fixed upon. 


Bishop Emory, of the Methodist Episcopal church, 
was found on the morning of the 16th inst. in a state of 
insensibility, on the road from his residence at Reisters- 
town, near Baltimore, to Baltimore, dreadfully mangled, 
and of which he speedily died. It is not known how the 
accident happened—but he seems to have got out of his 
earriage, perhaps to adjust the geers of his horse. He 


was a worthy and good man—exceedingly beloved, by all 
who knew him. 


The hon. Samuel T. Armstrong has been elected may- 
or of the city of Boston, by a majority of more than fif- 
teen hundred votes. The whigs have carried their can- 
didates in eight out of the twelve wards, by Jarge majo- 
rities. 

The legislature of the state of Ohio met at Columbus 
on Monday the 7th instant. Elijas Vance, was elected 
speaker of the senate, and William Sawyer, speaker of 
representatives. 

The sitting of this legislature will be attended with 
more than usual interest, because of the unsettled state 
of the question of boundary between Ohio and Michigan. 

The legislature of the state of Virginia met at Rich- 
mond on Monday. Stafford H. Parker was elected 
speaker of the senate without opposition, and Linn 
Hanks speaker of the house of representatives, also with- 
out opposition. 


A piece of property in Buffalo which was sold just 
after the war for $40 worth of candles to be paid within 
12 months, has since been sold for two millions of dol- 
lars. 

Deacon Phillips, of Otsego county, New York, having 
visited Boston, returned home, took the small pox, and 
himself and his wife died of it. 
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At the late session of the circuit court of the U. States 
for the distriet of Mew Jersey, twelve persons were 
found guilty of plundering vessels wrecked on the coast, 
and sentenced to the state prison for different periods. 


A band from the rail road, at Norristown, Penn. lately 
made a meditated attack upon eertain citizens, and killed 
one and badly wounded three others. They are a ter- 
rible set of tellows. 

Executions are becoming common in the U. States, 
aud for murder. The women think that they are fine 
opportunities to shew their sensibility by attending! A 
cow-hide, well applied to their bare backs, would do 
it, in a much improved stile, and give them something 
to ery for. 

The Detroit Journal says— 

Niles’s Register, qnoting an extract fram Mr. Mason's epeech, 
asks ‘Is Mr. Secretary Horner thus to be disposed of?” 

Mr. Niles should remember that ke ia an old man who has 
derived his principles from a time when law and constitution 
were supreme. He has not kept up with the march of mind. 

The message of the president reached Boston in 10 
minutes less than twenty-seven hours. The distance is 
450 miles. Inthe memory of men now living almost as 


many days were required to pass from one place to the 
other. 


There were 44 interments in Baltimore during the last 
week, of which 20 were colored persons—18 tree and 
2 slaves: 4 of intemperance, and 7 stillborn. Under 5 
years 19. 


A letter from New Orleans, received on Wednesday, 
mentions that Atobert Potter, (formerly a representative 
in congress from North Carolina), was killed at Texas, 
in a skirmish about the 15th November. 

The police of Cincinnati lately went a-fAshing ofter 
pick pockets, and caught two of the meanest raseals ‘‘in 
ereation.”? They are bound to the penitentiary. 


D. N. Babcock, the absconding eashier of the Clinton 
branch of the New Orleans bank, has been arrested in 
Baltimore, and is held to be delivered up to the authori- 
ties of Louisiana. He had stolen about $30,000 of its 
funds, from 7 to 8,000 of which was found upon him. 
The rogues who visit this place are unlucky. He ae- 
knowledged his offenee—and it is probable that other 


parts of the money abstracted will yet be reeovered. 


The black boy who attempted the life of his mistress, 
Mrs. Thornton, at Washington, in August last, has been 
found guilty, and will be executed. He belonged toa 
colored debating society—was supposed intoxicated at 


the time of his act, and talked much about his rights to 
freedom. 


Capt. IVhite, brother of the delegate in congress from 
Florida, has been killed in a duel with col. Bellamy, 
and the latter, it is said, must die of his wounds. This 
ducl was one of desperate character—the accounts states 
that ‘‘the parties were stationed sixty yards apart, with 
four pistols, to fadvance and fire. Captain White ad- 
vaneed and received three shots, without injury, and then 
fired, at the distance of fifteen paces. His first shot 
passed throngh col. Bellamy’s arm, the next through his 
body. and, in the act of advancing with the other two 


pistols, he received a mortal wound from col. B’s fourth 
pistol. 


The Baltimore Patriot, in noticing its correspondents 
and subseribers at Washington, says— 

We take this occasion to apprise those who have commnoni- 
entions to make to the editor of the Patriot, and may not have 
them ready forthe mail, that any packages that are left at the 
rail road office in Washington, before the starting of the care at 
9 every morning, will reach this office in about two houre there- 
after, and thus be in time for the Patriot of the same day—and 
what is more, as the cars leave Baltimore at 3 P.M. an bour 
afterthe Patriot i« published, they will find their letters, Ke. 
back in Waehington by 5 o’clock in the evening. 
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Such are the present facilities of communication, In- 
deed, sketches of congressional news are received here 
every evening, and so published as soon as at Washing- 
ton! 

The following are a part of the remarks of the J?ich- 
mond Engiirer, on the president’s message— 

“This French question must be settled—or France will be in- 
fatuated. She bas taken exception to the president’s message. 
An ample explanation is made in the present message. ‘The 
same medium which inflicted the imaginary wound, adminis- 
ters the antidote. The president repeats in the most emphatic 
manner what he had authorised to be declared on two previous 
oceasions. He again declares that he did not intend to tonch 
the honor or menace the sensibility of France. What disctaim- 
ercan be more explicit in its terms than the following?” [Here 
fullows a quotation from the message. ] 


It is generally said, and we fear it is true, that the 
crop of sugar will not this year exeeed 30,000 hhds. It 
has risen to from 84 to 94 cents on the plantations. This 
is unlucky, as Jamaica and the West Indies, generally, 
have a diminished supply. 

An English paper states that not fewer than twenty- 
three plans for rail roads are now on the tapis—inelud- 
ing those in progress. The total amount of capital in- 
vested and required, is £21,000,000; and the distance 
they will extend, if completed, is upwards of 1,200 miles. 
It is in contemplation to establish a rail road from Leeds 
to Manchester, to join the Liverpool and Manchester 
railway. 

What is the present extent of the rail roads that are, 
just now, seriously contemplated in the United States? 
and how imany plans! 

The duke of Wellington has an income of 240,000 dol- 
lars per annum, for which he renders no important or 
material duty to the people of England, who pay it. 

The established church in Engiand and Wales have 
10,968 places of worship—The dissenters 7,515, and the 
Roman Catholics 388. 

On the 2d inst. the thermometer stood at 10 degrees 
below zero, at Montreal. There has been a grest fall 
of snow at Buffalo, and in its vicinity. A’ part only of 
the Hudson is navigable, and the rivers and canals, ge- 
nerally, further north, are closed. 

Two laborers named John Henry and Michael Flan- 
nagan; were buried alive on the 15th inst. by the breaking 
in two and falling of a large beam, used for the support of 
the side wall of the house No. 34 Liberty street, N. York, 
the foundation of which had been underminded in digging 
cellars for the adjacent new buildings, whereby a large 
mass of earth, stone and brick were precipitated upon 
them. It was a considerable time before they were taken 
out. Both were dead. 


The ‘* Globe” says— 

Lest the uncommon event of the death of three members of 
congress within the brief space of five days after the com- 
mencement of the session, might alarm those at a distance 
who have friends residing in this city, it is proper to say, and 
we do iton the authority of one of the most respectable phy- 
sicians, that the citu was never more healthy than it is at this 
time. The death of Mr. Smith, the physicians say, muat have 
taken place nearly at the same time, had he remained at home. 
That of judge Wildman was but the termination of an incu 
rable affection of the lungs; and that of Mr. Kane was from a 
relapse of a disease which existed before he left home. 

The Baltimore ice boat is now in fine order, having 
been newly fitted, and supplied with two engines of 
seventy-five horse power. It is now rendered as cer- 
tain as any thing can be that is to happen, that our har- 
bor will be aecessible, at all times, during the present 
winter. 

Wm. C. H. Waddell vas been appointed by the pre- 
sident and senate, to be marshal of the United States for 
the southern district of New York, from the 15th inst. 
when his present commission will expire. 


The Sun of Saturday week says: ‘‘We now have it in 
our power to assert, upon good and sufactent authority, 











that Henny Cray will not, under any circumstances, be a 
candidate for the presidency at the ensuing election for 
that office, and it 1s his most earnest desire that this de- 


termination, should be known by every man in the na- 
tion.”? 


An extra sheet from the office of the Cheraw, (S. C.) 
Gazette, states that a fire occurred in that town about 
mid dav of the 9th instant. It broke out in the drug 
store of J. J. Westwilt, on Front street. Every house 
on the east side of that street, between market and Ker- 
shaw streets, was burnt. The loss is variously estimat- 


ed at $200,000 to $500,000, not one half of which was 
insured, 


In answer to the charge of monopoly, and to the jea- 
lousy of the rival company ‘Trenton and New Brunswick, 
expt. Stockton, in a letter to the Trenton Emporium, 
dated Princeton, November 25, in behalf of the united 
companies of the Delaware and Raritan canal, and the 
Camden and Amboy rail road and transportation com- 
panies, says they are willing and ready, and hereby offer 
to surrender to the state all their exelasive privileges, if 
the legislature will pay them the cost of the canal—take 
it off their hands—refund to them the money which has 
been paid into the treasury by them for these exclusive 
privileges, and release them from the further payment of 
transit duties and dividends of stock. [M. Y. Star. 


Norra Carouisa. The amendments to the constitution of 
this state, agreed upon by the convention held in Raleigh last 
summer, have been ratified by the people by a majority of 
5,165. The governor has accordingly issued hie proclamation 
declaring said amendments to be @ pertof the eonstitution 
from and after the Ist of January next. 

The bouse of commons, after several days debate, has nassed 
resolutions in favor of an equitable division of the surpins in 
the treasury of the United States arising from the sale of public 
lands. The senate is expected ta concur. 


The legislature has before it the following rail road bill«, 
which are expected to pass: 


1. A bill to econstructa rail road from Halifax, on the Roan- 
oke, to Wilmington, om the Cape Fear. 

2. A bill to construct a road from Gastan, at the termination 
of the Greensville road on the Roanoke, te Raleigh. 

3. A bill to amend the charter of the Raleigh and Roanoke 
rail road company. 


4. Toincorporate the Charleston and Cincinnati raii road 
company. 

Governor Swain, having served three years in that office, 
(the time preserbed by the constitution), has been elected pre- 


sident of the university of the state, in the place of the late 
rev. Dr. Caldwell. 





Pennsytvanta. Mr. Conrad, a leading Muhlenberg 
member, of the house of representatives of this state, has 
offered the following hit at the Wo/ftes: 

Mr. Conrad offered the following resulution, which was read 
and postponed: 

Whereas, the late contest for governor of this commonwealth 
hath given strong cause to sn-pect that the present organiza- 
tion of our extensive public works is dangerous to @ free and 
unbiassed expression of public opinion, in the exrerciee of the 
elective franchise, inasinuch as the canal commissioners, engi- 
neers, supervisors, superintendents, collectors, and all others 
employed under them, have shown & subservience to the inter- 
ests and re-clection of the present executive, [gov. Wolf], at 
whose will they hold their several stations, and who has used 
the patronage of office intrusted to him by the constitution and 
laws of this commonwealth, as punishments to those, who, like 
freemen, exerci-ed the elective franchise, and rewards to those 
who adhered to his fortunes—ineompatible with the epirit of 
our republican institutions. Therefore, 

Resolved, That the committee on internal improvement and 
inland navigation be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
ef altering the law anthorising the governor to appoint canal 
commissioners, so as to make their election by a joint vote of 
the members of the senate and house of representatives. 


In the Pennsylvania legislature on Thursday last, the 
house, by a vote of 79 to 18, passed a bill providing for 
the appointment of the state canal commissioners on the 
Ist of January next, instead of the Ist of June. If the 


bill puss the senate, the present board will consequently 
vo out of office in a fortnight. 





Tur IStann oF New Yorke. 


From the Mercantile 
Advertiser. 


We understand it is ascertained by actnal 


survey, that this island comprises thirteen thoutand acres, 
and it is estimated that one thousand acres will eventu- 
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ally be added to it by extending into the rivers and the 
filling up of marshes. ‘The first thousand acres is com- 
prised in the line below Grand street, from river to river 
—from Grand street to twenty-first street there are two 
thousand acres. In these 3,000 acres, it is supposed 
there are yet vacant lots sufficient to accommodate not 
only the whole present population of the island but 
enough more to make up the number of 300,000—or the 
number of 100,000 inhabitants to one thousand acres, al- 
lowing about the same density of population that now ex- 
ists below Canal street. It may be seen from this, that 
the whole island is capable of accommodating nearly a 
million and a half of inhabitants—and if our population 
continues to increase in the same ratio it has done for the 
last 30 or 40 years, the island will be filled to its whole 
extent, in a period of less than half a century. 

About 800 houses were building in New York, the 
middle of November, last. Several of them great edi- 
fices—such as the custom house, Astor’s hotel, the uni- 
versity, two lyceums and 10 or 12 churches. 





Tue MINT. Statement of the balance of gold remaining at 
the mint uncoined on the 3lst October, 1835, with the amount 
eeposited for coinage within the month of November; together 
with the amount of gold coinage within the same period. 


Remaining at the mint unecoined Oct. 31st, 1835 $168,060 
Deposited for coinage within the month of Nov. viz: 

Uncoined gold builion the United States $65,690 
do. do. foreign 64,105 
United States coins of the former standard 1,380 
Foreign coius 9,465 

122,640 

$280,700 


Amount coined within the month of November, (of 
which $412,825 in quarter eagles) 215,340 


oe 


$75,360 





Remaining at the mint uncoined, Nov. 30, 1835 


The massacre of Para is still fresh on our minds. 


The Indians and their allies maintain possession of 


the whole country, having slaughtered all the white per- 
sons who did not escape by a hasty flight. ‘There were 
serious disturbances, also at /é@io Grande, and very many 
lives had been lost. The country is exceedingly dis- 
turbed—though all remained quiet at Rio de Janeiro. 


A letter from Pernambueo, published in the Phila 
delphia United States Gazette, contains the following 
information respecting the town of Para: 

We have lately received the intelligence of the total defeat 
of the expedition under com. Taylor, by the revolutionists, 
and that the city had been abandoned by them. It is reported 
here, that but few of the *“*white males” have escaped mas- 
sacre, and that acts of the most barbarous, unheard of cruelty, 
have been committed by these wretches upon the defenceless 
inhabitants of the unfortunate and unhappy city. The town is 
said to be in ruins. Three or four vessels have been chartered 
by the government here to convey a reinforcement of troops 
there, and will sail in a day or two, 





ARTESIAN WELLS. In a meeting of the French academy, 
held on the 28th of September, it was stated that a Mr. Mutat, 
an engineer has been boaring for water near the Chateau of 
Change, situated on the right bank of the Cher, near Tours, 
atthe depth of 210 feet in chalk, which he reached in 2! days, 
he obtained water to the amount of 609 litres, 576 gallons per 
minute. At 375 feet, be opened a fountain which gave 960 
gallons per minute. At 390 feet anew sheet of water was 
reached which gave 2,400 gallons per minute; and finally hav- 
ing penetrated still farther, he came to an actual torrent, whieh 
threw up more than 3,840 gallons of water and green colored 
gravel in a minute. This in 24 hours would amountto the 
enormous quantity of 5,529,600 gallons,as remarked by Mr. 
Arago, a quantity greater than is furnished to Paria by the 
river Bievrein in the same time. [ Phila. Ing. 


—-- 


Satt sprinc. From the Rochester Democrat. A few 
weeks ago, Mr. Samuel Warren, of York, Livingston 
county, while digging for water came to a rock at about 
$8 feet, then he commenced boring—at the depth of 90 
feet he struck a vein of salt water which immediately 
ascended with considerable velocity, the augur was with- 
drawn and the hole plugged to prevent the well’s filling. 
Since which Mr. Warren has fixed pump logs at the 
orifice, and, as we understand, the water will discharge 
itself on the surface of the ground at the rate of 20 gal- 
lons per minute, Those who have visited the premises 





say that the saline properties are nearly eque! to those of 
Onondaga. 


TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION, 
SENATE. 

December 21. John M., Niles, a senator from Connecticut, 

to supply the place of Mr. Smith—appointed by the governor of 

the state, appeared, was qualified and tock his seat. 

Many petivons were presented this day. 

Mr. Webster offered the following resolution, and moved ita 
consideration at this time, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the committee on finance be instructed to in- 
quire what measures should be adopted by congress in conse- 
quence of the destruction of merchandise and other property 
by the late fire in New York: 

Mr. Webster then offered a few observations on the circum- 
Stances and extent of the fire. There bad been vo example in 
tis country of a fire of such magnitude. There was no place 
where the ravages of this destructive element bad continued 
for such a period and to such an extent, or had been productive 
ofsuch calamitous results, as i appeared to have raged, tor so 
many hours, in the most crowded part of that great commercial 
capital. A strong expectation prevailed out of doors that cou- 
gress would do something forthe relief of the sufferers. In 
cases of much less extensive mischief, relief had, in some form, 
been given by congress. He could not take it ou himself lo say 
what relief was expected in this instance, but, as he had alrea- 
dy said, there were already signs of strongly excited expecta- 
tion that something would be done by cougrese in the way of 
extending telief. In some former cases, he believed, there had 
been an extension of the time for the payment of the duty bonds, 
and other modes might be combined with that. He was not at 
this moment prepared to recommend, or even to propose, any 
specific measure, The city of New York was represented in 
the other braneh by gentlemen who were in the habit of eor- 
stant intercourse with their constituents, and they would be 
best enabled to devise some mode of relief, For one, he was 
disposed to do all which the constitutional power of congress 
would permit him to do, It might be considered as the best 
course, at present, to wait for some action on the part of the 
other house, before any report was made from the committee. 
Butin the mean time, they could have the subject under their 
consideration. He hoped the resolution would be adopted to- 
day, and that the public expectation would be thus far gratified. 

Mr. Ewing introduced a bill to settle the northern boundary 
of Ohio, and a second reading of it being moved— 

Mr. Morris offered the following— 

Whereas it is provided in the sixth section of the seventh ar- 
ticle of the constitution of the state of Ohio as follows: That 
the limits and boundaries of this state be ascertained, it is de- 
clared that they are as hereafter mentioned, that is to say, on 
the east by the Pennsylvania line, and on the south by the Ohio 
river to the mouth of the Great Miami river, on the west by a 
line drawn due north from the mouth of the Great Miami river 
aforesaid, on the north by the east and west line drawn through 
the southerly extreme of Lake Michigan, running east after in- 
tersecting the due north line aforesaid, from the mouth of the 
Great Miami river until it shall intersect Lake Erie on the ter- 
ritorial line, and thence with the same through Lake Erie to 
the Pennsylvania line aforesaid: Provided always, and it is here- 
by fully anderstood and declared by the convention, that ifthe 
southerly bound or extreme of Lake Michigan should extend so 
far sonth that a line drawn due east from it should not intersect 
Lake Erie, or if it should intersect said Lake Erie, east of the 
mouth of the Miami river of the lake, then and in that case, 
with the assent of the congress of the United States, the north- 
ern boundary of Ohio state shall be established by and extend 
to a line running from the southerly extreme of Lake Michigan 
to the most northerly cape of the Miami bay, alter intersecting 
the due north line fiom the mouth of the Great Miami river 
aforesaid, thence north east to the territorial line, and by the 
said territorial line to the Peunsylvania line: And whereas 
the state of Ohio claims that the assent of the congress of the 
United States has been virtually and substantially given to the 
sixth section of the seventh article of the constitution as above 
set forth, and more especially to the latter clause thereol; de- 
scribing her northern boundary as contaimed in the proviso to 
said section, by admitting ber senators and representatives to 
their seats in congress, and more fully by the act of congress as 
declared February 19, 1803, entitled an act to provide for the 
due ¢xecution of the laws of the United States within the state 
of Ohio, in the preamble to which act it is declared, that the 
state of Ohio has become one of ihe United States of America; 
whereby as a matter of right the said state has acquired and 
ean rightfully exercise jurisdiction on ber northern border to 
the line as described in the latter clause of the proviso contain- 
ed in the sixth section of the seventh article of her constitu- 
tion: but as doubts have arisen whether the act of congress of 
the Lith of January, 1805, entitied an act to divide the Indiana 
territory into two separate governments, does not contravene 
the rightful jurisdiction of Ohio to the line as described in the 
article of her constitution as above stated: In order, therefore, 
that doubts may no longer exist on this subject— 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the Unit- 
ed States in congress assembled, ‘That the assent of the cougress 
of the United States is hereby fully declared and given to the 
latter cluuse of the sixth section of the seventh article of the 
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constitution of the state Ohio, wlhiich is in the following words; 
to wit: “The northern boundary of Wis state shall be establish- 
ed by and extend to a difect line running from the southerly 
extreme of Lake Michigan to the most northerly cape of the 
Miami bay, after intersecting the due north line from the 
mouth of the Great Miami aforesaid; thence north east Jo the 
territorial line, and by said teriitorial line to the Peunsylvania 
Jine.?? 

And it is further resolved, That any state or states that may 
be formed of the territory of the United States, lying east of the 
Mississippi river, which congress may hereafter deem proper to 
admit into the union, shall be bounded on the south by the 
states of [linois, Indiana and Ohio, as the law may require. 

After sundry other resolutions had been disposed of— 

Mr. Calhoun moved that so much of the president’s message 
as refers to the transmission of incendiary publications by mail, 
be referred to a special committee. 


On this motion some debate took place, in which the affirma- 
tive of the proposition was sustained by Mr. Preston. Mr. 
Mangum, Mr. Clayton, Mr. Goldshorough, Mr. Leigh, Mr. Ewing 
and Mr. Davis, and the negative by Mr, King, of Alabama, Mr. 
Grundy, Mr. Buchanan and Mr. Brown. 

The motion of Mr. Calhoun was carried in the affirmative— 
ayes 2:3. 

On motion of Mr. Culhoun, the committee was ordered to 
consist of five senators. 

The senate proceeded to ballot for the committee, when the 
following senators were elected: Mr. Calhoun, Mr. King, of 
Ga. Mr. Mangum, Mr. Davis and Mr. Linn. Adjourned. 

[The National Intelligencer’? of Tuesday says— 

We observed that Mr. Clay’s seat in the senate was vacant 
yesterday. Wetearn with real sorrow that his absence was 
caused by the afflicting news of the death of his only remaining 
daughter, Mrs. Erwin; alady whose distinguished virtues en- 
deared her to all who knew her, but most of all to her fond and 
affectionate father. It will be poor consolation to him, and 
yet it is something, that in this city the sympathy with him in 
his affliction is universal, among the many strangers now here 
as among residents. ] 

December 22. A message was received from the president of 
the United States, transmitting a report from the secretary of 
war on the subject of the construction of the Cumberland road 
in the states of Indiana and Llinois, which was referred to the 
committee on roads and canals. 

Also, a report from the treasury department, concerning in- 
solvent debtors, 

Also, a report from the treasury department in reference to 
custom house officers, which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. King, of Alabama, having presented a memorial from 
the Patrioue bank of the city of Washington, 

Mr. Benton said, that a petition for rechartering a bank in 
the city of Washington had been presented by a gentleman 
near hin, and had been referred, without exciting his immedi- 
ate attention. During the last session he had objected to the 
receiving Of petitions of this character, and during the present 
he had found on his table—and be presumed other senators had 
been equally fortaunate—a pamphtt of some two hundred 
pages, iu which, without alluding to him by name, an attempt 
was made to refute his arguments, ond to turn the position 
which be had then taken up against all banking companies as 
now conducted. He still maintained tliat position, nor would 
the essay of any man move him from it) Ile still believed that 
the banking system was full of corruption every where; but 
thatit had been more abused in this Distriet than in any other 
quarter of the globe—that these ten miles square had more 
banking capital on paper than any other ten miles square in 
Europe, Asia, Africa or America. 

He wished for the appointinent of a special committee to in- 
quire into the system upon Which these corporations had acted, 
for he believed their currenéy had depreciated so low that the 
very washerwomen aud laborers on canals had been cheated 
outof the better portion of their hard earned wages; while at 
the same time the goverament of the United States could have 
supplied them with more gold and silver than could possibly 
have been absorbed in all their business transactions, Such 
reports had reached him, indeed, as were sufficient to excite 
the indignation of any man. He intended to have proof upon 
every point, and if these reports were true, even in part, then 
the petitioners should have leave to withdraw, and all who fol- 
lowed in their track might go and do likewise. He had already 
taken a stand in taver of ahard-money currency, and he had no 
idea of being sneered out of all legixlation npon the subject 
now. He believed there were ten or twelve banks, broken and 
unbroken, in the Distriet; lie believed they would all stop by 
the 4th of March, and he thougitt it would be better for the 
community if they were stopped now, 

Mr. King. of Alabama, said, that the memorial was handed 
to him by several of the most respectable individuals in this 
community, and that, as a member of the committee on the 
District of Columbia, it was assuredly his duty to present it. 
How far we should go in chartering or rechartering banking 
companies, was a question for after-consideration;, as for this 
petition, it was perfectly respectful, and he hoped would be 
permitted to take the usual course. When the proper time ar- 
rived, the senator from Missouri would have an opportunity of 
throwing such obstacles in its way as he might think necessary. 

Mr. Benton said that, as for waiting till the bill was on its 
passage belore he offered his objections, that Was not the way 





en 


in Which the bank of the United States was prostrated. The 
petition for rechartertng might be sncecessful, but the petitioners 
would find themselves mistaken if they thought their purpose 
was to be accomplished without such improvements and modi- 
fications being insisted upou as the lights of the age seemed to 
require, 

A large variety of motions were made which will come up 
speedily for a notice—and will then be attended to. Messrs. 
Benton, Wright, Cluyton, Crittenden and Preston were ap- 
pointed a committee on the part of the president’s message 
concerning the Ohio and Michigan controversy. 

Mr. Benton modified his motion by substituting for all after 
‘Sresolved,”? an amendment embracing the substance of the re- 
solution to admit the senators sentfrom the north west territory 
to seats, in which he had inserted the words ‘‘on the floor.”? 

On motion of Mr. Ewing the words ‘on the floor,’’ were 
stricken out. 

Alter the remarks of several members— 

Mr. Hendricks moved to amend the motion by striking out all 
after the word **resolved,”? and inserting 

“That the same courtesy be extended to the hon. John Nor- 
vell, as a spectator of the proceedings of the senate, as is ex- 
tended to other privileged spectators by the rules of the se- 
nate.?? 

The amendment was adopted—ayes 22, noes 18, 

The resolution as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. Webster’s resolutions of Thursday were laid on the table 
for the present. 

Several bills were read a second time and referred. Ad- 
journed. 


December 23. After the presentation of petitions. 

Mr. Goldshorough offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs, be instruct- 
ed to inquire what number of floating steam batteries are ne- 
cessary tor the defence of the Chesapeake and Delaware bays, 
and the harbor of New York, together with the estimate of the 
probable cost of the same, and to report the result to the senate. 

Mr. Evving, pursuant to notice, asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill to change the organization of the general post 
office, which was read, and ordered to a second reading, and 
to be printed. 

[This bill is the same as that which passed the senate of the 
last session. | 

The rev. Mr. Highee was elected chaplain to the senate, on 
the 3d, ballot—for Mr. Higbee 23; rev. Mr. Harrison 14—whole 
number of votes 38, 

Much ordinary business was attended to in the senate this 
day; which will appear in its progress. Adjourned. 

December 24, After the presentation of petitions, and the 
transaction of some other business — 

Mr. Hendricks offered the following resolntion: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of fixing, by law, the time of the 
commencement and close of every succeeding session of con- 
gress. 

The resolution having been read, 

Mr. Hendrichs supported his proposition in an able speech, 
of considerable length, deprecating the long sessions. and with 
a view to render them more equal. Mr. Webster concurred 
with Mr. Hendricks—and proposed that both sessions should 
commence on the first Monday, of November, and the second 
end on the 3d of March. After Mr. Clayton had spoken— 

This resolution, which was considered and agreed to, and the 
statement accompanying it, shewing the length of the sessions, 
were ordered to be printed, 

Adjourned to Monday. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Dec. 18. Mr. McKennon appeared, was qualified, 
and took his seat. 

Mr. Jackson, of Masenchusetts, presented the petition of 
sundry citizens of the town of Wrentham, in Massachusetts, 
praying congress to provide for the abolition of slavery within 
the Distriet of Columbia, and moved its reference toa select 
committee, 

Mr. Hammond, moved that the petition he not received. 

A debate of three or four hours, involving many points of 
order, and running occasionally into the merits of the question, 
ensued, in which Messrs. Hammond, Williams. of N. C., 
Glascock, Peyton, Beardsley, Wise, Thomas, Hopkins, Mason, 
of Virginia, Bouldin, Riplev, Vanderpoel, Harper, Pierce, of 
New Hampshire, and Pickins, took part, an accoun to (which, 
must be deferred. 

A motion to lav the petition on the table was moved, and de- 
cided by the speaker to have precedence over the motion to 
reject. 

The question being taken: the motion to lay on the table 
was rejected—vyens 95. nays 121. 

Mr. Hammond’s motion, thatthe petition be rejected being 
then in order, the debate was resumed, and continued by 
Messrs. Hunt, Glascock and Sutherland, Mr. Sutherland, with- 
out concluding, vielded the floor, and on motion of Mr. Ever- 
elt, the house adjourned to meet on Monday. 


Monday Dec. 21. The indefatigable chairman of the commit. 
tee on claims, presented many bills for the relief of individuals, 
and others also famihar to us by their Utes, were reported by 
others of the same Commirttec, 
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Mr. Cambreleng rose, he said, to throw himself on the a 
duigeace oi the house, for the purpose of asking what be was 
sure would be granted—the Unanimous consent of the house to 
report a bill from the Committee OF ways and means, for the 
relief of the sufferers by tie laie tire in the einy of New York. 
Mi. Jarvis moved a suspension of the rule, so as to permil 
guy of the Commitiees lo make reports; and it Was agreed Lo. 
Mr. Cumbreieng, from the committee of ways and means, 
then presented the following correspondence, report and bill: 


Treasury Department, Dec. 19, 1835. 
Sir: I enclose, herewith a copy of a communication receiv- 


a 








ed this morning from the collector of the customs at New York, 
and of my reply to it; and I tenture to express a lope that all 
due induigence will be extended by congress, to the sufferers 
who are indebted to the United States. [ remain, very respect- 
fully, your obedient servant, LEVI WOODBURY, 


secretury of the treasury. 
The hon. C. C. Cambreleng, cha. com. of ways and meuns. 


Collector’s office, 4 past 2 o’clock, N. York, Dec. 17, 1835. 

Deak sir: Last night between cight and nine o’elock, a fire 
broke out bear the Merchants’ exchange, and is still raging 
most violently, although the firemen have got it under control. 
By this disastrous visiiation, between four and. five hundred 
buildings have been desiroyed, and goods and other effects, 
to the amount of from fliteen to twenty millions of dollars. 
This calamity falle principally upon the heavy tnporting mer- 
chants; and they must unquestionably become greatly embat- 
raseed, and many of them ruined. 

The bunds of these individuals inust be dishonored; all busi- 
ness is suspended, and our city, from being the seat of prospe- 
rity and wealih, within twenty-four hours, is now the abode of 
sorrow and despondency. It was thought, at first, that the 
bonds which shoutd not be paid, owing to the consternation aud 
confusion which prevailed at present, might be held subject to 
your decision upon the matter; but, upon mere mature reflec- 
tion, [ have determined that I cannot, in any way, or under 
any circumstances, deviate from the course laid down by the 
law. Consequently I shall hand them over to the district 
attorney, as usual, trusting and believing that congress will 
forthwith take some action on the subject of this heavy ca- 
lamity. 

Vhe Merchants’ exchange and post office being destroyed, I 
havo caused temporary accommodations to be erected in the 
inspector's rooms, attached to Une office, for the aecommoda- 
lion of the latter, until better can be procured elsewhere. "The 
effects of the post office were all saved from imjury. 

This office was in the greatest danger for a long time, as was 
one-halfofthe city. | did not remove an articie, but was pre- 
pared to save every thing had it been necessary. 

I am, dear sir, with the greatest respect, your obedient servant, 
SAMUEL SWARTWOURT, collector. 
Hon, Levi Woodbury, sect. of the treasury, Washington, D. C. 

A copy ofa letter froin the secretary of the treasury to the 
collector at New York follows, in which the proceedings of the 
latter are approved, and in which he says: 

i do not doubt, however, that the subject will be taken up 
by congress on Monday, and some expressions of its views soon 
given, and in the meantime, | do not hesitate to believe that 
you and the district attorney would be sustained and justified 
if, in the exercise of a sound discretion under this afflicting 
emergency, you did not press the collection of bonds in all 
cases, Where the public security would not be impaired by a 
short delay, and where the parties are iu a situation which 
would probabiy cause congress to extend to them some rehef, 


Mr. Cambreleng, then, aller some appropriate cemarks, sub- 
mitted the following bill. 


Al bill for the relief of the sufferers by fire in the city of New 
York: Whereas, various persons are indebted to the United 
States for duties on merchandise, for which bonds have been 
given, with oue or more sureties, pavable to the colleetor for 
the district of New York, and the said persons have suffered a 
loss of property by the late conflagration at that place, 


Be it enacted by the senule and house of representatives of the 
United States of America in congress assembled, That the col- 
lector of the port of New York be, aud he ts hereby authoris- 
ed, ashe may deem best calculated to secure the interests of 
the United States, to cause to be extended (with the assent of 
the sureties thereon) the time of payment of all bonds hereto- 
fore given for duties as aforesaid, to periods not exceeding an 
average of three, four and five years, or to allow the said bonds 
to be cancelled upon giving to the said collector new bonds, 
with one Of More sureties, to the. satisfaction of the said col- 
lecior, for the sums of the former bonds, respectfully payable, 
in average periods of three, four and five years, from and after 
the day of payment specified in the bonds to be taken up or 
eancelled as aforesaid. And the said collector is hereby au- 
thuriszed and directed to give up or cancel all such bonds upon 
the receipt of others described in this act; which last mention- 
ed bonds shall be proceeded with, in all respects, like other 
bonds which are taken by collectors for duties due to the Unit- 
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any surplus moneys of the government, or any part thereof, 
which may not be required for the public service, and to per- 
mit the same to remain in such banks for twelve months from 
the passage of this act. 

Atier the reading of the bill, Mr. Canbreleng, said there was 
another subject before the eommiltee Which was not definitive- 
ly acted on, viz: the remission of duties on goods destioyed, 
which required more exawination and deliberation. The 
subject Was brought before the committee by the letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting letters from the col- 
lector of the portof N. York. He would not detain the house 
by any remarks on the subject now, and merely remarking that 
it Was With infinite regret for the Cause of it, that he found 
himself called upon, as the first act in his new situation, to 
bring in a bill of this description; he would ask the indulgence 
of the linuse to take up the subject to-morrow. 


The bill was read twice, and commuitied to the committee of 
the whole on the state of the union. 


Mr. McKean hoped, he said, that the bill would be acted on 
speedily, and the committee would soon report on the proposi- 
tion to remitthe duties. 

Mr. Cumbreleng, stated as the bill was in the committee of 
the whole on the state of the union, it could be taken up at any 
lime aller the papers were printed. 

Some other reports from committees being reccived, 

The house resumed the consideration of the pettion from 
sundry juhabitauts of the town of Wrentham, in’ Massachu- 
setts. praying the abolition of slavery and tie slave trade in the 
District of Columbia. 

The motion to reject the petition still pending, 

Mr. Owens, after some remarks with a view to reconcile the 
conflicting opinions of the members on the subject of the dis- 
position of this and similar petitions, moved to lay the petition 
and all motions respecting It on the table, stating that, if it pre- 
vailed, he should offer the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this house, the question of 
the aboliuion of slavery in the Distnet of Columbia ought not to 
be entertained by congress. 

And be it further resolved, That in case any petitions praying 
the abolition of slavery in the Distret of Columbia be hereatter 
presented, it is the deliberate opinion of this house that the 
same onght to be laid on the table without reading. 

Mr. Owens expressed the hope that the resolutions would be 
accepted by the gentleman from South Carolina, in lieu of his 
motion lo reject the petition. 





Mr. Hummond was very sorry. he said, that he conld not ac- 
ceptthe proposition, and he hoped the gentleman trom Georgia 
would withdraw his mouon,. 

Some observations were made by Mr. Mercer, of Virginia, 
upon the point of order, as to the effeet of a vote to lay upon 
the table a motion for reconsideration; and the speaker having 
stated his present Views of that point of order, and indicated a 
disposition herealter more maturely to consider it— 

Mr. Wise proposed to amend the first resolution by adding, 
‘because COngress has no power to legislate ou it under the 
constitution of the United States;”? and to amend the second by 
striking out all after the word *‘resolved,’’ and inserting, “that 
this house will not receive any future memorials on that sub- 
ject,” adding that, with these modifications, he would vote for 
the resolutions. 

Mr. Owens declined the acceptance of the amendments as 
modifications of bis resolutions. 

Mr. Patton asked what would be the consequence of laying 
the motion on the table? Would the resolutions of ihe gentle- 
man from Georgia then be inorder? 

The chair replied that they would not. It would be in order 
to move to suspend the rule, to allow bin: to move them, or, 
when the states were called for resolutions, they might be offer- 
ed without suspension of the rule. 

Mr. Evans made some remarks on the point of order. 

The question being taken on the motion to lay the petition 
and all the motions relating to it on the table, it Was decided ag 
follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ashley, Barton, 
Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beanmont, Bockee, Boon, Bovee, 
Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Burns, Cambreleng. Carr, Carter, 
Casey, George Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Cleve- 
land, Coffee. Coles, Craig. Cramer, Cushman. Davis, Deberry, 
Dickerson. Doubleday, Dromgoole, Effner, Fairfield, Farlin, 
Forester, French, Fry, William K Foller, Gaibraith, James 
Garland, Gillet, Grantland, Graves, Haller, Hamer, Hannegan, 
Hardin, Harlan. Samuel 8. Harri-on, Albert G Hatrison. Haw- 
kine, Havnes, Henderson. Holsey, Hopkins. Howard, Howell, 
Rublev. Huntington, Huotsman, Ingersoll, lngham, Jobez Jack- 
son, Jarvis. Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnsen, Cave John- 
son, John W. Jones, Benjamin Jones, Judson Kilgore, Kin- 
nard, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Gideon Lee, 
Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Logan, Lovall, Lneas, 
Lyon. Abijab Maun. Job Mang, Martin, John VY. Mason, Wil- 








ed States: Provided, however, that nothing in this act contain- | 
ed ehall extend to bonda which had fallen due before the Lith 


day of the present month. 


Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted hy the authority «forescid, 
That the secretary of the trensury be, and he is hereby author- 
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liain Mason, Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, May, McComas, 
McKeon. MeKim, MeLene, Mereer. Miller, Montgomery, Mor- 
gan, Mublenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Franklin 
Pierce, Pheips, Pinckney. Reneher, John Revnolds, Joseph 
Revnolds, Ripley. Roane, Rogers. Schenck, Sevmonur., William 
B. Shepard, Ausustine H. Shepperd, Shinn, Smith, Spangler, 
Sutherland, Taliaferro, Tavior, Thomas. Jotun Thomason, Tou- 


ised aud directed to transfer to such banks as be may select, cey, Turcrill, Uuderwood, Vanderpoe), Wagener, Ward, Ward- 
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well, Webster, Weeks, Lewis Williams, Sterrud Williams 
—Il4u. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, Bell, Bond, 








| said collector new bonds, with one or more sureties, to the 
| Salisiaction of the said eollecior, tor the sums of the former 


vbunds, respectively payable, in uveruge periods of three, four 
Borden, Bouldin, Briggs, Bunch, Witham B. Calhoun, Camp- | and five years, (rom and alter the day of payment specified in 


bell, Juin Chambers, Childs, Claiborne, Clark, Conner, Crane, | the bonds to be taken up or cancelled as aforesaid. And the 
Cushing, Darhogion, Deany, Dunlap, Evans, Evereut, Fowler, | said collector is hereby authorised and directed to give up or 
Philo C. Fuller, Rice Garland, Glascock, Graham, Granger, | cancel all such bonds upon the receipt of others described in 
Grayson, Grennell, Grithu, Joseph Hall, Hiland Hall, Hamw- | this act; which last mentioned bonds shall be proceeded with, 
moud, Hard, Harper, azeltine, Heister, Hoar, Lunt, Willian | in all respects, like other bonds which are taken by colleetors 
Jackson, Janes, Henry Jobuson, Lawler, Lawrenee, Lay, Luke | tor duties due to the United States: Provided, bowever, that 
Lea, Liucolu, Love, Maury, MeCarty, Mckay, McKeunan, | notitng in this act contained shail extend to bonds which had 
Milligan. Mortis, Parker, Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, James A.) fallen due before the 17th day of the present mouth. 
Pearce, Pettigrew, Pickens, Pots, Reed, Robertson, Russell, Sec. 2. dud be it further enucied by the authority aforesaid, 
Shields, Slade, Sloane, Sprague, Siandefer, Sturer, Waduy | That the secretary of the treasury be, and be is bereby author- 
Thompson, White, Whittlesey, Wise—76. ised and directed to transfer to such banks as be may select, 
Sou the petition and all the motions depending thereon were | as safe depositaries of the public treasure, any surplus moneys 
ordered to lie upon the table, of the government, or any part thereof, which may not be re- 
Mr. Owens moved that the rule be suspended, in order to al- | quired for the public service, and to permit the same to remain 
low him to offer the resulutions he had already indicated to the | in such banks tora period not exceeding twelve mouths from 
house, on which he asked fur the yeas and nays; aud they were | the passage of this act. Provided, that this section shall not 


ordered. ; interfere wilh any further regulation of congress, concerning 
The question being taken it was decided in the negative as | tie collection, deposite, distribution or disbursement of whe 
follows:—yeas 100—uaye 115. public moueys. 


So the house refused to suspend the rule. [Two-thirds of On motion of Mr. Slade, the house adjourned. 
the members present would lave been veceseary to carry that Wednesday Dec. 23. Mr. John Q. Adams called the atten- 
question. ] tion of the house to the subject of the president’s message in 
Mr. Putton cailed up the motion made by him on Friday last, | relation to the northern boundary of Olio. It would be recol- 
to reconsider the vote of the house by which @ peution for the | lected, he said, that the subject was referred, ten days ago, to 
abulition of slavery in the District, presented by a gentleman | a select committee, at his instance, and the chair had done 
from Massachusetts (Mr. Briggs), was referred to the cuomimil- | im the honor to appoint tim chamman of that committee, 
tee on the District of Columbia. Subsequeowly, a motion was made to recousider the reference 
A debate ensued on the motion to reconseder, in which Messre. | of the subject to a select committee. His object in rising was 
Patton, J. Q. ddams, Bouldin, and Hammond, took part; and, | to give notice that, unless the question of reconsideration 
without taking the question, on motion of Mr. Peurce, of R. 1. | should be taken up and disposed of to-day, he should feel it his 
the house adjuurued, at the usual hour. duty to call the Committee together, for the purpose of proeeed- 
Tuesday, Dec. 22. ‘The house resumed the consideration of | '¢ to cousider the subject reierred to then. ; 
the motion to reconsider the vote by which the memorial pre- Che house resumed the consideration of the motion by whieh 
sented by Mr. Briggs, praying the abolition of slavery in the | ® Memorial for the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
District of Columbia, was referred to the committee ou the Dis- | urbia was reierred, on Friday last, lo the committee on the 
trict of Columbia District of Columbia. 
Mr. Granger spoke at some length in opposition to the motion. | Mr. Slade spoke more than two hours im opposition to the 
Mr. Ingersoll tollowed with some remarks in favor of adopt- | Motion, aud 1m favor of the inuwediate abolition of the slave 
ing a course which would have the tendency to quiet the appre- | ‘fade, and the gradual abolition of slavery in the District of 
hensious of the south on this subiect, and stated that he should, Columbia, : } 
when it might be in order, offer the following resolution for _Mr. Garland, of Va. replied to Mr. Slade. Mr. Mann, of N. 
Qiat purpose: ¥. called the previous question—which Was sustained 137 
Resolved, That the holding of slaves is a right, clearly reeog- | agntust 71. 
nised by the constitution of the United States, and is thereby A reconsideration was then ordered, by yeas and nays, and 
secured to the citizens of those states whose policy does not carried--yeas 148, hays Ol. . A 
forbid it, as the legitimate supsecT of individual property aud Mr. Owens said, in consequence of the wide range which the 
source of political influence and power, and all attempts to in- | debate had taken, be had determined to move to lay the peti- 
terfere with or molest them, in its exercise or enjoyment, are tion on the table, witha view to prevent the continuance of 





impoline, unconstitutional, and unjust. the discussion upon the motion to commit. The same course 
Mr. Mann, Mr. Robertson aud Mr. Johnson, of Lou. having |" should pursue in regard to every similar petition which 
apoken— might be presented. His resvlutions on the subject which he 





Mr. Wise followed at considerable length, and, in conelusion, | ad indicated to the house, he would offer when the states 
stated that nothing would be satisfactory to the south short of | Were called for resolutions. THe moved to lay the petition and 
a voe declaring that congress had no right, under the constitu. | te motion to commit on the table, 
tion, to interfere, in auy mauner, with slavery in the District of | Mr. Wise made a point of order, Had not the motion to re- 
Columbia. | jeet preeedence of the motion to lay on the table? 

Mr. Wise, in the course of his remarks, was called to order, ‘The chair said, no motion to reject was before the house, 
by Mr. Turril/, ow the ground that be went beyond We subjece | ane the motion to lay ou the table was not debateable, 
before the house. | Mr. Wise eatled for the yeas and nays on the question, and 

The speaker stated that he considered the remarks of the | they were ordered. = 
gentlemen as not strictly applicable to the question, and that| Decided in the affirmative—yeas 144, nays 67. 
he had repeatedly interposed iu this debate, with a view to con- Sothe petition and the motion lo Commit Were ordered be lie 
fine gentlemen to the subject immediately before the house. | on the table j 
The debate, however, had progressed by the acquiescence of The house then adjourned. ; , 
the house, and having taken so wide a range, he did not feel at| Thursday, Dec. 24. A good deal of time was expended in 
liberty now to arrest it. | discussing to whiat committee the matters in dispute between 

Mr. Beardsley spoke at some length, and before concluding, | Ovio and Michigan should be relerred—some were for the 
avowed himself to be in favor of the motion to reconsider. and Committee on the judiciary, others that on the territories, and 
aft adopting the resolutions offered by the gentleman trow | 4 third party proposed a select committee. Nothing decided. 
Georgia (Mr. Owens) and of laying the petition on the table, | Au election for chaplain, which on the 4ih ballot resulted in 
A motion to reject petitions of this sort, be intimated that be | the election of the rev. Mr. Stockton as follows: for Mr. 8. 96, 


should oppose, as conflicting with the right of petition. Mr. Cowstock 83, scattering 10, Adjourned to Monday. 
Mr. Slade rose to address the house; but, stating that he was | ——@ @ On — 

mach exhausted by the long sitting, asked the house to indulge | PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATIONS. 

him with an adjournment, in order that he might express his | PENNSYLVANIA. 

views. The Harrishureh Intelligencer saya— 


Mr. Cambreleng, by leave of the house, offered the following} The demoeratic anti-masonic convention went into a nomi- 
amended bill, for the relief of the sufferers by the fire in New) nation of candidates for president and viee president of the 
York, stating that the committee, after consultation, had deter- United States. The following was the vole, each member 
mined upon some alterations, which they thought would render voting as his name was called. 
it more acceptable to the house. For president. 

‘The following ia the bill as amended. William H. Harrison, of Ohio, 89 votes. 

4 bill for the relief of the sufferers by fire in the city of N. York.| Daniel Webster. of Maseachusetix, 29 votes. 

Be it enacted hy the senate and house of vepresentatives of the Francis Granger, of New York, 3 votes. 
United States of America in congress assembled, Tint the col- | For vice president. 
lector uf the port of New York be, and he ia hereby authorized, | Francis Granger, of New York, 102 votes. 
as he may deem beat calculated to secure the interests of the Hueh L. White, of Tennessee, 5 votes. 


United States, to cause to be extended (with the asseut of the William Slade. of Vermont, 5 votes. 

sureties thereon, to all persons who have suffered loss of William A. Palmer. of Vermont, 7 votes. 

property by the late eonflagration at that place), the time of The convention then passed a resolution without a dissent- 
pavirent of all bonds heretofore given tor duties as aforesaid, ing voice, to support William Henry Harrison, of Ohio, for pre- 
to periods uotfexceeding an average of three, four, and five sident, and Francis Granger, of New York, for vice president; 
years, from and after the day of payinent specified in the bonds; and to use all fair and honorable means to secure their election. 
or wo allow the said bunds to be cancelled upon giving to the | The same paper addse— 
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The democratic anti-masonic convention which has been in 
session in this place since Monday last, is composed of dele- 
gates from every county in the state. The noble stand taken 
in that body against that anti-republican measure, a national 
convention of politicians for the nomination of candidates for 
president and vice president, is worthy of democratic Pennsyl- 
vania. Messrs. Todd, Cox, Miller, Walker, McClure, Ayres, 
Hambly, Mann, Audenried and others, deserve the gratitude of 
the opponents of consolidation. They have saved the electoral 
vote of Pennsylvania from federal dictation, and the state ad- 
ministration from the hands of its enemies.” 

‘The anti-masonic convention debated the amendment of Mr. 
Cox to the resolution of Mr. Craig, relative to a national con- 
vention, until last evening, when the vote was taken and de- 
cided against a national convention by a vote of ninety-eight to 
thirty-siz—aixt)-two majority for making a nomination by state 
convention. Mr. Parke, of Lancaster, then banded in a paper 
signed by the Pittsburgh delegates, consisting of five, and four 
others, withdrawing themselves from the convention. Joseph 
Lawrence,* of Washington county, was then chosen president 
of the convention; and took bis seat amid the acclamations of 
the convention and spectators. The members who withdrew, 
were Harmer Denny, Nevill B. Craig, Benjamin Darlington, 
William W. Irwin, James C. Gilleiand, Samucl Parke, Francis 
Parke, Thaddeus Stevens and Charles Ogle. Alter some dis- 
cussion about proceeding to an immediate nomination, the 
convention adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock to-day. 

The whig convention, in session at Harrisburgh, at the same 
time, adopted the preeeding nominations of the anti-masons, 
and agreed upon the same electoral ticket, 

MARYLAND. 

A whig convention, to represent the views and wishes of that 
party in Maryland, met at Baltimore, on ‘Tuesday last, the 22d 
just.—present a large and full representation. After certain 
preliminaries—Dr. William Bradley Tyler, of Frederick, was 
appointed president, and Rohert W. Bowie, of Prince Georges, 
Henry V. Somerville, of Baltimore county, Reuben Tall, ot 
Dorchester, and Henry S. Stites, of Cecil county, vice-presi- 
dents, and Joseph H. Nicholson, of Annapolis city, and John 
Bozman Kerr, of Talbot county, secretaries. And on the fol- 
lowing day—aftera motion for an adjournment to the 2d of 
May next, had been lost—gen. William Henry Harrison, of 
Ohio, was unanimously nominated for support as president of 
the United States, and John Tyler, of Virginia, as vice-presi- 
dent thereof, at the ensuing elections, 
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The Cleveland (Ohio) Herald—not, it seems, particnlarl) 
friendly heretofore to gen. Ilarrison’s pretensions to the presi- 
dency—has the following paragraph in reference to the late 
election in Ohio: 

“The fact is, the name of gen. Harrison was in no way con- 
neeted with the laie election; and, if things remain as they now 
are, he must carry the state by an overwhelming majority. 
We have been forced to this conclusion, by the irresistible evi- 
dence daily presented; and contiary, too, to our own feelings 
and predilections, ?? 

= ® O Ota 
THE JESUITS. 
From the Delaware Journal. 

The queen regent of Spain has issued a decree abolishing the 
order of Jesuits in that kingdom, and confiscating their property 
for the use of the state. During the last century, this eccle- 
sinastival order was successively expelled from all the Catholic 
states in Europe: from Portugal in 1760; from France and Spain 
in 1767; and im 1778, pope Clement t4th issued a bull for its 
total dissolution. Though nominally a spiritual order, the 
Jesuits became formidable to the European powers asa politi- 
eal association, actuated by ambitious and selfish views, to pro- 
mote the ends and advance the interests and power of their 
institution, at the expeyse of every government which admitted 
fea within its borders. As the most astute politicians and 
skillful intriguers in Europe, they obtained a preponderating 
influence in the courts and cabinets of Catholic princes; and 
were aeensed of employing the most Machiavellian and criminal 
means to accomp'ish their objects: —the bow!, the dagzer, where 
secret means were uecessary, infuriated bigotry and fanaticism, 
with their iastruments the faggot and the stake, when the extir- 
pation of heresy was the pretext. After the fallof Napoleon, 
in 1815, this, among other “ancient and venerable institutions” 
was revived, by a formal decree of the pope and Ferdinand of 
Spain; and by the tacit consent of the other Catholic states. 
The cortes of Spain, during the brict sway in 1820, annulled the 
deeree of Ferdinand—but the cortes were overthrown and the 
Jesnita tiumpkhed with Ferdinand. The qacen regent, Chris- 
tina, has now probably put the finishing stroke to their power 
in the most Catholic kingdom tn the world 

fig Tiis order, however, is rapidly increasing in the more 
liberal kingdems and atates—and the end of it will appear in 
due season. tt would be nnjust and unkind to condemn the 
whole, individually—no doubt many worthy men are asso- 
ciated with it; but as a body it is the most wicked and cormopt 
in the world, and in its“ obedience to orders,’? commits the most 
heinons offences without compunction or remorse—with a 
patience or perseverance that never tires. 


- ~~ - _——_ — — 





*in the piace of Mr. Denny, who was among those who 
retired. 
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AN EXHUBERANT ORCHARD, 
From the Providence Journal. 
Toward the close of last summer we visited several times 
the orchard of Mr. Thomas Greene, of Pawtuxet, as one of the 
most beantiful and gratifying exhibitions of tructification we 
have ever beheld. Most of the trees were so laden with apples 
of the fairest quality as to require a prop under each limb, and 
some of them were so entirely curtained with fruit as to re- 
semble a heap of appies resting upon columns. The orchard 
stood upon about an acre of ground, and contained thirty- 
five trees. Eight of these trees were small, from which, we 
have since been informed by Mr. Greene, he gathered only 
from a bushel to a bushel and half to a tree. From three 
of the other trees he gathered 27 bushels each, and from two 
others 30 bushels each. The whole product of the orchard 
was a little over 400 bushels, out of which, after having dried 
12 bushels, made 12 barrels of cider, and sold 60 bushels of fall 
apples. Mr. Green informs us he has 220 bushels of winter 
apples in his cellar. During the summer he also took two 
tons of millet hay from the same acre of land. But what is the 
most remarkable fact in the bistory of this orchard is, as we 
are assured by Mr. Greene and some of his neighbors, that 
when the land upon which this orchard stands came into his 
possession, it was an unproductive, drifting sand flat, upon 
which there was no vegetation exceptsnuch brushes as had 
been planted upon it by his father to prevent the wind from 
blowing the sand about. Outside of the orchard fence the 
land is stilla naked white sand. But this sterile waste has 
been brought to its present state of almost unexampled fer- 
tility, solely by the application of fish as a manure. Mr. Gieene 
says he ploughs in about 45 barrels of fish per year, costing 
generally from eight to nine dollars, and that if he should 
omit this application of manure for a few years, the soil, which 
is now of a dark yellow color, would denbtless bleach out 
again to the quality of white sand, and become as unproductive 
as ever. So much will good husbandry do towards causing 
‘‘the desert to blossom like the rose.’’ 


—— 8 BH Otero 


FROM LIBERIA. 

The black king, Joe Harris, has been completely drnbhed 
for his murderous attack upon the colonists at Bassa Cove— 
who, as an experiment of peace, were not provided with arms, 

The “Liberia Herald” of the 20th August furnishes the fol- 
lowing particulars— 

Volunteers: On the 14th ult. one hundred and twenty men, 
volunteers, embarked for Bassain the schooners Timbuctoo 
and R. R. Gurley. 

Since the above went {to press, the schooners R.R. Gurley 
and Timbuctoo have arrived from Edina, with a part of the 
iroops sent there, the rest having returned home by way of the 
beach. The result of the mission has been a general engage- 
ment. And with feelings of inexpressible gratitude, we an- 
nounece to our readers, that vietory, the most complete and 
decisive has crowned their efforts. The pertidious and ruthless 
Joe LTlarns, aud all bis savage adherents, have been chased 
from their territories, and their town and places of delence 
completely demoti-hed, 

The conduct of the officers and men has been beyond all 
praise, So general has been the display of bravery, both by 
en aud Officers, that to mention only a few might be jnstly 
estccmed invidious. Onthe partof the Americans, there has 
not been asingle man lost. This circumstance, so unusual in 
couthet, and so reasonably to be expected where there is the 
ise of fire arms, by both parties, is to be attributed, humanely 
speaking, to that cool determined, and deliberate bravery evine- 
ed by the Americans. 

After the preparation for crossing the river and the point for 
landing selected, the troops embarked in their boats, and ad- 
vanced in the face of a heavy fire and continual shower of 
shot, with such a study movement and cool determination, 
that the savages retreated from the river, and yielding the 
landing to the Americans. They, however, rallied in a rice 
field, only a few vards from the river, and seemed determined 
to dispute, the further advance of the Americans. 

They secured theniselves behind the stumps of large trees, 
ant-bills and every object that could presentan intervention 
between them and shot, whence they kept up a continual 
firing, as innocent as incessant. As soon as the Americans 
were all landed they advanced in a body, when a sharp en- 
vagemeut ensued: the natives gave way, and retreated to their 
barricade. The Americans followed them as rapidly as an 
almostimpenetrable forest and deep marsh would admit the 
passage of the ordnance. 

A> soon asthey came in view of the town, a tremendous 
volley of musketry from the embrasures and perforations in the 
stockade announced to them that fighting was notover. The 
ordnance was broughtup: and a “word from 4 and 6 pounders”? 
silenced the garrullity of the natives, who after an interchange 
of afew rounds effeeted their escape through the gates on the 
opposite side. The town was then entered and taken posses- 
sion of. 

The natives had found means to convey away their effects. 
Remnants of apparel, the property of the unfortunate victims 
of Port Cresson were found in the town. Mats lying around 
dyed wiih blood, indicated slaughter on the part of the natives. 
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There were some few bullocks in the town bat they partook of 
the general consternation and scampered away after the flying 
hatives, as fast as their legs could carry them. 

Monrovia, August 20. The thanks of Liberia are due to 
Jotun Hanson, esq of Philadelphia, whose benevolent attention 
and acts of kinduess to this colony since the unfortunate al- 
fair of Port Cresson, have endeared tins to our lasting gratitade, 

For the last three weeks his brig, though navigated at an 
heavy expeuse, bas been continually in the service of the co- 
lony, going to and from this place and Edina; and at botb 
plices his boats, whenever requested, have been cheerfully ren- 
dered for the service, 

The Uerald notices the arrival at Monrovia—of 46 emigrants 
in the Louisiaua—of 27 for Cape Palmas, and a vessel from 
New York, with a vumber of missionaries, aud ageuts, &c. 

CINCINNATI STEAMBOATS. 

We have been furnished with the following list of steamboats 
built at the several Cincinnati boat yards, during the present 
season. It gives a gratifying illustration of the prosperous con- 
dition of our city, and we challenge any other western town to 
exhitit the same extent of business at its boat yards: 

Gordon’s yard. Huger’s yard. 








Pike 162 tons. | Lewis Cass 149 tons, 
P. Henry 135 do. | Wave 93 do. 
Velocipede 138 do. | Manchester 93 da, 
Mazeppa 160 do. | Capt. Barrett’s boat 450 do. 
Swiss Boy 165 do, 
Swillsure 103 do. 685 tons. 
Leviathan 365 do. | Lockwood and Littlchery’s yard. 
Tropic 145 do. | New York 150 tous, 
Bort Adams 217 do, | Levant 298 do. 
Yellow Busha 113 do. | Columbia 164 do. 
—_— Gen Sumter 150) do. 
1,703 tons. oe 
Hartshorn’s yard. 762 tons. 
Teche 162 tons. Weceks* yard. 
N. America 448 do. | Capt. Feleher’s boat 592 tons. 
Captain Perry’s boat 
Persian 439 do. Whole amount of steamboat 





-—- tonnage for the present sea- 
1.049 tous. | son 4,733 

In addition to this, Mr. Gordon bas now three boats on the 

Stocks, wot included in the above list. { Whig. 
NEW COLLEGE, AT BUFFALO. 
From the Buffalo Daily Star. 

Messrs Editors: As wuch interest is felt in this city and the 
surrotndimg Country, in relation toa college contemplated to 
be located tu this place, |b request on behalf of the committee 
appointed to visit Buffalo, the insertion in your paper of some 
of the leading facts in the case, 

At the agnuual meeting of the synod of Genesee in this city, 
on the 1othot October last, the tiportance of immediately es- 
tablisfing a college in some part of western New York, was 
strongly urged upon that body. Ut was represented that no in- 
siitutroan of the Kind existed within the bounds of this synod, a 
teriifory iuecludimg all that partof the state of New York lying 
west of Canandaigua, and containing a greater number of 
square wiles than the state of Marsachusetts. The eynod, in 
view of the wealllt, enterprise and population of the western 
partotthe state, came to the unanimous conclusion that a com- 
tuittee of that body should be appointed, to take immediate 
measures to establish a college in western New York, to be lo- 
cated within the bounds of the synod, This committee con- 
vened at Wyong, in Genesee county, on the 3d of November 
inst. and sub-committees from their body, to visit all the im- 
portant towns in the west, with a view to locate the college in 
reference to the amount subsernbed, and the accommodation of 
the community. Rev. Mr. Ball chairman of the committee, 
and Messrs. Crawtord, Lord and Stillman, were appointed to 
visit BDatfato, and though much was expected from the known 
enterprise and liberality of our citizens, yet the amount pledg- 
el farexeceeds the strongest anticipations, and will, no doubt, 
di termine the location in favor of this city; while it will secure 
a literary, moraland religious influence, which will be felt not 
only here, but throughout the great west, in all coming time. 

The following is a correct list of actual subscriptions: 

Win. Williams, $15,000, to endow the professorship of mo- 
ral and mental philosophy, called “the Williams professor- 
shiip.?? 

Samuel Wilkeson, $15,000, to endow a professorship of law, 
called “the Wilkeson professorship.’ 

Alanson Palmer, 15,000, to endow a professorship of mathe- 
mites and natural philosophy, called “the Alanson Palmer 
professorship”? 

Hiram Pratt and Orlando Allen, $15,000, to endow a profes- 
eorship of theology. calicd “the Pratt and Allen professorship.’ 

Joseph Dart and George Palmer, 315,000, to endow a profes- 
sersinp of English literature and belles lettres, called “the 
Dart and Palmer professorship.” 

Pierre Ao Barker, 815,000, 10 endow a professorship of lan- 
gnages, called the Barker professorship. ”? 

Gay UH Goodrich, 815,000, to endow a professorship of chy- 
nietrs and minerology, called “the Goodrich professorship.” 

HB Potter and John C. Lord, 815 000, to endow a profes- 
sorship of oriental literature and the Hebrew language, called 
“the Potter and Lord professorship.” 
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In addition toe the subseription tor a professorstup, col, A. 
Palmer bas donated £20,000 in a lot of land of eight acres anda 
balf, being in the rear of Walden Hill, bounded by North 
street and Pennsylvania avenue, about one mile and a half 
from the centre of the city, and commanding a view of the 
town, harbor and river; five acres of which is given by Mr. Pal- 
mer to the college in connection with judge Walden, who, it is 
expected, under certaim circumstances, will donate $5,000 in 
addition to the above mentioned liberal subscription. 

It will be seen that the sum already subscribed, is one hun- 
dred and sixty-one thousand dollars, while as yet the subscrip- 
tion for the general fund has not been very extensively eirculat- 
ed among our citizens, and many gentlemen of Known liberali- 
ty are now absent from the city. In view of these facts there 
can be no doubt, that over $200,000 will be obtained from Buf- 
falo, which, with the donations whieh may be expected from 
other sections of the country interesta@4n this great undertak- 
ing, will constitute ove of the most liberal endowments in the 
United States. A full report may be expected from the com- 
mittee of the synod, in the course of afew weeks. In behalf 
of the committee to visit Buffalo, J. C, LORD. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

The house entered upon the orders of the day, being the land 
resolutions submitted by Mr. Clingman. The question pend- 
ing being on their adoption, Mr. Hoke concluded the speech 
commenced by him on yesterday. He was followed by Mr, 
Waddell, in support of the resolutions and in reply to Mr, 
Hoke. 

The question being now loudly called for from all parta of the 
house, and the speaker having stated it to be on the passage of 
the resolutions, Mr. Clarke begged leave to state the reasons 
which would induce him to vote for the resolutions, after having 
moved to lay them on the table. Tle was opposed to their intro- 
ductiou—he was opposed to their being discussed—but the house 
having determined by a large majority that they should be dis- 
cussed, and bemg called now to vote on them, he should vote 
iu that way that he thought right. Nor did he regard the vote 
which he should give for the resolutions as any compromising 
of principle, or as an abandonment of his previously expreased 
opinions. While up, be wonld reply to a question which had 
been frequently asked bim, how he could, with his peculiar no- 
tions on such matters, sanction the resolutions of 1798, adopted 
by the legislature of Virginia. He was opposed to the intro- 
duction of politieal resolutions in state legislatures, and had he 
been a member of the Virginia legislature at the time those re- 
solutions were adopted, he would certainly have voted against 
them. DButas they had passed, he decidedly approved of them, 
not because they were adopted by a state legislature, but be- 
cause the principles they embodied were sound and salutary. 

Mr. Carson now moved that the further consideration of the 
resolutions be postponed to Wednesday, for the purpose of af- 
fording a gentleman, (Mr. Hybart), who would necessarily be 
absent till then, an opportunity of delivering his views. Nega- 
tived 92 to 3l. 

Mr. Collins moved to postpone the further consideration of 
them till Monday. Negatived 132 to 9. 

Mr. Hybart then moved to strike out the original resolntions, 
and insert the following: 

1. Resolved, As the opinion of this general assembly, that any 
act of congress giving the public lands to the states in which 
they are located, would be a plain and palpable breach of the 
public faith, and a dangeroys violation of the right of all the 
states, 

2. Resolved further, That congress ought not to reduce the 
price of the territory or public lands of the United States, for the 
purpose of indirectly giving said lands to the states in which 
they may be situated, 

3. Resolved further, That, if the public interest will justify 
the measure, amendments should be proposed to the conetitu- 
tion of the United States, making a distribution of the proceeds 
of the public lands among the several states and territories of 
the union, in proportion to their federal population, to be appli- 
ed to the establishment of common schools and works of inter- 
nal improvement, and for no other purpose whatever. 

4. Resolved, hat the distribution proposed in the bill, com- 
monly called Clay’s land bill, by which it was provided that 
12k per cent. more was to be given to the new states than the 
old, was unequal and unjust, and highly detrimental to the in- 
terests and just claims of the old states of the union, which are 
entitled to have such proceeds applied according to their respec- 
tive and usual proportion in the general charge and expenditure, 

Mr. Graham rose to a question of order. He wished to know 
if it was competent for the gentleman from Fayetteville now to 
offer an amendment which, in substance, had already been re- 
jected, 
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The speaker decided that the amendment was ia order. 

A division of the question being called tor, it was first put on 
atriking out the original resolutions with a view to inserting the 
amendment, and was decided in the negative: 81 to 40. Su the 
amendment tell, 

The question now recurring on the adoption of the original 
resolutions, Mr. Hoke demanded a division of the question, aud 
that the vote be first takeu on the first resolution. 

Mr. Williamson said, that, in his opinion, the first resolution 
contained two distinct propositions; he therefore demanded a 
division of the question on the first resolution. 

The question being now stated by the chair to be on the first 
branch of the first resolution, viz: That congress has no right 
le give to the new states tne lands within their respective 
himits—it was decided in the affirmative 1i8 to 6. The nega- 
tive votes were, Messrs. Thos. Beil, Byrum, Deberry, Jeffries, 
Fitzraudolphi and West. 

The question now recurring on the second branch of the firet 
reaolution, viz: That congress caunot reduce the minimuin price 
of these lands, &c. Mr. Williamson asked, if it would be in 
Order tO move an amendment. The speaker decided that i 
would not be in order, but added that a similar question baving 
been differently decided in the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the United States, he would like the house to settle its 
own construction of the matter, and hoped therefore gentle- 
men would take an appeal. Mr. Williamsou did so, and tbe 
decision of the chair was sustained by a vote of 118 to 4. The 
question was then put on the secoud branch of the first resolu 
tion, and decided in the affirmative, 107 to 18. The negative 
votes were Messrs. Byruin, Deberry, Fiizrandoiph, L. A. Gwyn, 
Heary, Hooker, Howertou, Hutehison, Hybart, Jeffreys, Jordan, 
Kenan, Lee, Picket, Speiler, J. R. Walker, West and William- 
sou. 

The vote now recurring on the adoption of the second resolu- 
tion, which declares that the national debt being extinguished, 
the proceeds of the land ought to be divided, &c. it was decid- 
ed in the affirmative, ayes 70, noes 54. 

The question now recurring on the adoption of the last reso- 
lation, which requests the governor to forward the resolutions 
to our senators and representatives, it Was decided in the affir- 
mative, 81 to 40. 

The resolutions as adopted are as follows: 

Resolved, As the opiuion of this general assembly, that any 
act by which the congress of the United States shall give the 
public lands to the states in which they are situated, or any act 
by which the minimum price at which these lands are now 
sold, shall be reduced, would seriously affect the prosperity of 
all the old states, and do great injustice to those states by which 
they were originally ceded to the confederacy. 

If. Resolved, further, As the opinion of this general assembly, 
that the public debt baving been extinguished, and the object for 
which the cession of the respective portions of the public do- 
main by the states which originally held them, having thus been 
accomplished, that such disposition of the public lands, or the 
proceeds thereof, ought to be made among the states of the 
union, as shall be proportioned to the respective sacrifices and 
expenditures incurred by them in support of the United States; 
Or, At least, in proportion to their federal population. 

Lil. Resolved, That the governor be, and he is hereby re- 
quested, to transmit copies of these resolutions to the senators 


and representatives from this state in the cougress of the Unil- 
ed States. 
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VIRGINIA. 
From the Richmond Whig. 

Meeting of the whig members of the assembly at the capitol. 

In pursuance of a public notice given by “several members”? 
of the present general assembly, the members of that body op- 
posed to the election of Martin Van Buren and Richard M. 
Johuson to the presidency and vice presidency of the United 
States, convened in the hail of the house of delegates ou Friday 
evening, December Ilth, at half past 6 o’elock. 

The meeting having been called to order, on motion of Mr. 
Witcher, David McComas, esq. of the senate, was appointed 
chairman, aod, on motion of Mr. Smith, of Ka. Mr. Hunter, of 
Exsex, was appointed one of the secretaries: and on motion of 
Mr. Meade, Mr. Ruehring, of Cabell, wae selected as the other. 

On motion of Mr. Smith of Frederick, it was 

Resolved, That the gentlemen contesting seats in the house 
of delegates, for counties not represented in this meeting, be 
invited to take part in the deliberations of the assembly. 

On motion of Mr. Dorman, leave was granted to any mem- 
bers absent upon this occasion, to give their vote by proxy; and 
on motion of Mr. Parker the roll of the members of the general 
assembly of Virginia was called, when it appeared that there 
were present, fen members of the senate, and forty-sir mem- 
bers of the house of delegates, and proxies were received from 
five members. 

Mr. Botts, contesting the seat as delegate of Henrico, was 
also present. 

On motion of Mr. Murdangh, it was 

Resolved, That each member of this meeting, and every 
member of the general aseembly who may concur therein. sign 
the recommendation that may be made by this meeting to the 
people of Virginia. 


Mr. Gilmer, of Albemarle, then offered the following resolu- 
on: 





BANK OF ‘THE UNITED STATES. 


meenagarencen atin <eaeaaietl Sa ge, 


Resolved, ‘vat it be recommended to the people of Virginia 
lu give their supportto Hueu L. Wuire, of ‘Tennersee, as a 
candidate for the presidency of the United States, at the ap- 
proaching election. 

‘Tie meeting having been addressed by Messrs. Gilmer, 
Stannard, Browu and Ball, in support Of the resolution, the 
quesvion being pul, it Was carried without a disstnliug Voice, 
and adopied unanimousiy by lhe meeting. 

Ou motion of Mr. Brown, of Petersburg, it was 

Resolved, Viat When this meeting adjourns, it will adjourn 
lo meet again in this ball, at half past 6 o’ciock, on the evening 
of the 10iu of February next, tor the purpose of nominating 
electors of president and vice president of the Uuited States, 
favorable to the election of cau L. Watre tor the presidency, 
and of such pefson for the vice presidency, as may then be 
agreed upon—and also of appointing a central committee, and 
corresponding Committees in each of the Counties, cities and 
boroughs of Unis Commonwealth, 

On motion Mr. Brown, of P. it was also 

Resulved, ‘That the counties, cities and boroughs, not repre- 
sented in this inceting, be and they are hereby requested to ap- 
point delegates to attend at the adjourued meeting, on the 10th 
of February next, and to unite in the proceedings on that occa- 
sion. 

On motion of Mr. Witcher, it was 

Resolved, Thatibe chairman and secretaries of this meeting, 
be requested to sign the proceedings, and cause them to be 
published in the newspapers of this eity. 

On moon of Mr. Dorman, the meeting then adjourned. 

DAVID McCOMAS, chairman, 

R. M. T. Honrer, 


F. G. L. Boeurixa, { secretaries. 


ALABAMA. 

By the following extract from the message of governor 
Gayle, to the legislature of Alabama, it appears that a demand 
lias actually been made upon governor Murcy, of New York, 
for the surrender of Mr. &. J. Williams, the publisher of the 
Emaucipater, as an ollender against the laws of Uie state of 
Alabama, on the subject of slavery. 

Extract from gov. Guyle’s message. 

“Influenced by the views herein expressed, | have trane- 
mitted to the governor of New York a copy of an indictment 
jound by the grand jury of Tuscaloosa county, against one of 
these incendiary editurs, by the name of Willaims, accompa- 
nied with a demand for bis delivery tor trial, to the authorives 
of this state. From the bigh character of the chief magistrate 
of New York, from his known attachmeut to the union, and 
the just and liberal views be entertaius toward the tnstitu- 
ons and people of the south, there is vo doubt that be willex- 
amie the subject with the most favorable dispositions, and 
with a sincere desire to render impartial justice, and to arrive 
at a correct interpretation of the constitution, Alter all, the 
question is rendered doubtiul, as many persons in the south, 
respectable for intelligence and political research, have pub- 
lished opipions different from mine, and it is not Improbable 
that these opinions will be casbraced by our northern brethren, 
Such are the perils of our situation, the dangers by which we 
are surrounded, that itis certainly the partof wisdom and pru- 
dence pot to rest our case on any douvtiul issue. We should 
look to those measures of safety, aud resort to them at once, 
which will place us beyond the reach of these unprincipled 
fanatics. Should the right to demand them be aduiutied, it may 
well be questioned whether that would protect us against the 
evils of which we complam. As the evidence to be brought 
against them will have to be collected in the states where their 
schemes and machinations are prepared it would be difficult, if 
not tnpracticable, to couvict them aceording to the rules which 
have been laid down in criminal prosecutions, for the seenrity 
and protecuon of the citizen. It is believed, therefore, that no 
remedy short of severe penal statutes, passed by the states 
where slavery does not exist, will be effectual) for our relief. 
They themselves entertain no doubt of their right to pass these 
laws, and they are called upon to do se, by the solemn bebests 
of the coustitution, by the noble efforts of our ancestors for 


independence, and by the blessings we all derive from our glo- 
rious and happy uuton,?? 





2 Bee 
THE BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 
From the Nutionul Guzette. 

The condition of the bank of the United States, whieh we 
present below, will interest and probably surprise Our readers, 
We doubt whether, in the history of finance, there is any simi- 
lar Operation; and we record it as a signal manifestation of abi- 
lity om the partof the directors of the bank. tnall the proceed- 
ing? of this institution, a calm dignity, a moderation of temper, 
and a regard to the interests of the country, are observable, 
which contrast admirably with the perturbed and ferocious spit 
that seems to animate its persecutors. 

The bank is nearly wound up. For the last six months it 
has been envaged in closing its concerna, and in a short time 
will complete the operation. [ts progreas will be seen by the 
following statement of its business during the semi-annual pe- 
riod ending on the first of December. 

On the first of June last, its connexions with the community 
consisted of a mass of debts and other dependencies amounting 
tv about one hundred and sixty millions of dollars. 
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The object was to close these witb the least possible incon-) Due from state banks............... 3,514,564 3,767,355 
venienee to the community or injury to individuals, and with-| Due to do. aneecncee 000009. 2,073,819 
out deranging any branch of the national industry. According- | Baring, Brothers & Co. &e.......... GL, QSL 139,101 
ly, during the last six months, the following changes have been | Noies of state banks on haud....... 2,349,008 2,842,389 
wiade 1p its priucipal relations: Specie, ceccccccccccccce ccccccce cece lO tae sd 8,742,309 
Ist of June. lst of Dec. Difference. | Circulation .....cc0 cececees coceees : 2503) 667 22,113,902 
Loans 33,757,793 57 38,792,975 37 3,15) 80) fudividual deposites........ 2.22.06. 5,406,962 5,058,449 
Bilis ofexchange 24,854,852 47 18,391,252 66 6.503.069 51) Public deposites of ail sorts......... 752,084 644,919 
Foreign funds 2,007,146 45 212,272 581,794,073 87) oo Wilt be seen, that the loans of the bank have decreased dur- 
Specie 13,912,577 47 8,749,920 56 5,162,656 91) ig ihe month of November vearly a muliion of doilars—the do- 

De posites 12,353,958 68 5,381,698 42 6,977,260 26 6 - ; ; 


Circulation 22,009,474 40 
Debts of st. banks 2,326,366 95 
‘The results are— 


ist. ‘That the loans are higher now than they were six months 
ago. 


‘Qd. That the circulation is higher now than it was six months 
ago. 

“While thus maintaining its loans and its circulation, the 
Winding up of the bank has gone steadily on by clanging, bot 
su much the amount, as the character of the loans. Wherever 
the bauk could do it safely and without too great sacrifice, the 
debts have been sold in large masses, on long credits of one to 
four years, so as lo enable the purchasers in turn to extend the 
same indulgence to the mdividual debiors. Iu this way the 
bauk has disposed of its debts at the following branches— 


22,113,902 66 


104,423 26 
4,535,924 54 


2,209,557 SY 


Portland, St. Louis, 

Portsmouth, Natchez, 

Providence, New Orleans, 

Bultalo, Mobile, 

Pittsburgh, Charleston, 

Lexington, Fayetteville, 

Louisville, Baltimore, and the agency at 
Cincinnatl, Chilicothe, ’ 


And las closed, without sale, the branches at Burlington, 
ilarttord, Utica, Norfolk and Washington 5, 
Making twenty-one out of the twenty-seven branches and agen- 
cies Which are closed or sold. ‘There remain— 
Boston, Savannah, 
New York, Nashville, and the real estate 


Richa.ond, agency at Ciuecinnats. 
The total amount of sales has been... ........$14,035,486 83 


Of which was paid, in cash, about, ........+... 1,000,000 00 
Aud the remainder On credit, at various rates of Interest; but 
cousidering the cash as equivalent to six per cent. the fourteen 
intiiious of debts have been sold at an average Of within a small 
fraction of five and one-half per cent. 

Whatis very satisfactory is, that in many of the transfers to 
the new banks, their officers have been selected trom the bank 
of the United States, making thus a retiring provision for them, 
in addition to six months salary, aud inspiring great confidence 
in the good managemeut of the new instituuions. 

The winding up of the bank has taken this course— 

lst. It has obligations fur debts aud banking bouses sold, 
GSU RUNE BO es cc ceccdc ceccsecccccccocccecescecQae ens mae OF 

2d. it bas loans ou stocks to the amount ol.....11,208,046 44 





$24,325,712 31 

Making an actual investment of funds to the amount of twen- 
ty-tour millions, at an average rate of between five and a bait 
and six per ceut. being sv much of the capital of the bank rea- 
lized in that form. 

‘iese various arrangements leave the bank in the following 
eondiuon,. its means are: 
Tts remaining LOANS... cee ce eee eee ewes 
Hills OF OXChANZE... ccc cee cee eeene eens 
Foreign funds..... 
Specie..... ; oepesedces 
Notes and debts (current) of other bauks..... 
Banking houses.....e..6- 
Real estate... 


vee eee 814,510,748 20 
cececceces oh®, 301,282 62 
Qiz272 52 
ee 8,749,920 56 
eee 4,535,924 54 
inci aetecktndiiacs endian deendatee Gace 
ob ten gece 00s 6benbbaen abe ae 


“ee ee eee eee eee eee ee re eee ee ee 


seeet eee eeeeeernee . eee 





49,313,169 08 
The claims upon it are 


Notes in circulation... «+ «$22,113,902 66 
De positet....cccesecececeeecee veee 9,042,053 44 





27,656,436 10 





$21,656,721 98 

These operations have been beneficial to all parties. Safe 

for the bank, useful to the purchasers, and eminently advan- 

tageous tothe community. The same gentle and impereeptible 

system Of settlement, will, if possible, be continued, and, it is 
hoped, wilh the same success. 


BANK UNITED STATES. 
The following are the important tems in the statements of 


the bank of the United States, tur the lst of November and De- 
cember: 


Bills discounted — November. December. 
on personal security..... o seccee ee tl. 135,993 24,836 .541 
on tank stock...... od <vebanbees sets SeenIae 3.377 G4] 


On Oller BECULILIGS......00 0 eeeeee 9,176,075 
39,676 004 
Domestic bills of exchange.......++- 17,855,048 


Total .......600000+57,529,053 


10,578,491 


—— ee 


38,792,975 
18,351,282 


—— + 


57,144,258 














wesiic exchange increased about half a million—the funds 
abroad vearly all drawn for—tie circulation diminished about 
a million, aud the specie also diminished about a million anda 
Lalf, About one million of the decrease in loans “on personal 
security,’’ itis presumed, is frou actual curtailments, and the 
balance sales of securities to state banks, which has been ad- 
ded tu loans on ‘other securities.’ [ Globe. 


Seeiata de AS) Bae 


GOV. LUCAS, OF OHIO 
Introduces the following, concerning slavery, into bis late 
message Lo Lhe legislalure— 


The community, of late, appears to have been thrown into 
commotion on the subject of slavery iu the southern states, 
and as ciizens of a common country, we cannot view that 
commotion with indifference. We have not one word to say in 
favor of the principle of slavery. We view it abstractedly, as 
both &@ moral aud political evil; but it Was interwoven iu our 
political system al ils first Organization, and its existence has 
been continued in many of the states as a part of their loeal 
policy. With this policy we have no right to interfere. Each 
state has the constituuional right to regulate its own internal 
aflairs; and U Was with extreme regret we witnessed the recent 
excitement in the slavebolding states, produced by the misguid- 
ed zeal of individuals residing in the free states. The conduct 
of these individuals we sincerely deprecate; and the public 
sentiment of the people of Ohio has stamped their conduct 
with the seal of disapprobation, and will doubtless coutinue 
their exertions to ailay all excitement with regard to this deli- 
cale question, as tar as the moral force and coutrohing influence 
of public opinion can extend; but we are firmly of the opinion 
that no legislacive acts can be passed on this subject, as sug- 
gested by some of the southern states, Without an entire disre- 
gard to the constitution of the state of Ohio. ‘The Constitution 
declares “thatthe printing press shali be open and free to every 
citizen who wishes to examine the proceedings of any braneh 
of government, or the conduct of any public officer; and no 
law shallever restrain the right thereof. Every citizen bas an 
indisputable mght to speak, write or print upon any subject, as 
he thinks proper, being liable for the abuae of that liberty.?? 


Our constitution also declares “that no person shall be liable 
to be transported out of this state for any offence committed 
within the state.?’?’ These two provisions will effectually bar 
any legislative action on the subject, in accordauee with the 
suggestions Of some of the southern states. The good sense of 
the community, and the moral foree of public opinion, will 
control this matter, and will doubtless manifest to onr brethren 
of the south, that, while we yield none of our principles, we 
are disposed to respect the rights and feelings of others. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF JOSEPH RITNER,. 

FELLOW CITIZENS: ‘The people of the state have entrusted 
to me for the eusuing three vears, the performance of the duties 
of the executive department of the government. Ll accept the 
trust, with the profoundest gratitude for the honor conferred, 
and the most unteigued diffidence of my ability to fulfil ite va- 
rious and important duties, in such manner as to meet their 
justand reasonable expectations, 

The office of chief magistrate of a large and growing com- 
munity is, atall times,one of much responsibility. Most es- 
pecially is itso at the present juncture in Pennsylvania. Quee- 
tions of great moment, many of them novel, and all intimately 
connected with the feelings and interests of the people, demand 
his care and attention. 

Perhaps a selfish caution would, on those subjects, indicate 
silence as the safest course for one just entering on the office 
of chief magistrate. Buthe who aseumes that station is called 
to it, not for the purpose of consulting his own convenience or 
bis own feelings, but the wishes and the prosperity of the 
whole community. Itcannot be supposed that] have entered 
upon it, without having previously adopted certain leading 
principles for the reguiation of my executive conduct. To an 


early knowledge of them, my fellow citizens have an undoubt- 
ed right. 


And here, before entering upon questions of more immediate 
interest to us, as citizens of this state, 1 would desire it dis- 
tinctly to be understood, that [ possess a proper estimate of the 
importance of Pennsylvania, both asa state and as a member of 
the great national family, While the rights and feelings of 
every partof the union will be serupnionsly respected, and ita 
perpetuation and honor cordially promoted, ET ehall not consent 
to sacrifice her interests to propitiate power, or conciliate favor, 
in any quarter, bowever high and influential. 


Among subjects of state policy there is one of most prominent 
interest. The great system of internal improvement, in which 
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we have been for years engaged, has encumbered the resources, 
and deranged the finances of the commonwealih; produced 
new but as yet nearly vutried channels tor business, aud springs 
to private enterprise; aud materially affected the occupations 
and imterests of Wie people. The cares and duties of those who 
admintster the legislauve and executive departinents of the 
government, are in the same proportion imcreased. Sound 
policy demands that operations which lave thus shakea the 
old order of things, and that public works which have cost eu 
much, should as speedily as possible, be made to answer the 
great object lor Which they Were uriginally designed—the pub- 
he good. ‘To accomplish it, the most vigorous measures and 
the most rigid economy are absolutely necessary, and will be 
eafurced. Every exertion will be made to give energy and cer- 
luinty to a system Which, as yet, bas exlibvited litthe more than 
@ duyubtful promise of uuility Commensurate WILN the sacrifices 
made for its accomplishment. 


With the vast debt already contracted, before us, prudence 
would forbid the undertaking Of any Dew, separate and inde- 
pendent work, until those vow in Operation and in progress, 
prove, by actual experience, to be capable of sustaining them- 
selves, aud furnish evidence that they will,in a reasonable 
time, extisguish their Original cost, without resort lo taxation. 
But where further extension of the public works is unecessary, 
to render those already made or in progress, profitable and be- 
neficial, economy and suund policy, and a just regard for the 
juterests of the people, would require such extensiun to be au- 
thorised and completed. 


Next in order to the development and care of the physical 
resources Of the commonwealth, though of vastly higher mo- 
ment in itself, is the cultivation of its mental energies. A 
system of common school education bas been recently com- 
menced. It wiil alford me siucere pleasure to co-operate with 
the legislature, in the attempt to give it real usefulness, by 
udapling it to the wants and feelings of the people. 

‘The permanency of a republic depends on the virtue of its 
citizens. Whilst they are virtuous and intelligent, the acts of 
them agents will be restrained and directed to the public good, 
which ts the Only legitimate object of all government. Ludustry 
and economy, in all the transactions aud conduct of indivi- 
duals, are the principal promoters of that independence of 
character, and of that virtue, on which, so far as mere human 
agency avails, depends the existence of a government, repub- 
lican not solely in name, but in reality. It is therefore the 
imperative duty of those in authority, to protect the weak 
against the powerful, and to foster and encourage the laborious, 
the industrious and the economical,in every class of society. 
To the performance of this duty I pledge the co-operation of 
the executive branch of the government. 


The maintenance of a sound currency is one of the most 
difficult but indispensable duties of those who administer the 
goverument, in a community possessing such various interests 
as that to which we belong. Convenience, and that conside- 
ration alone, has caused the substitution of paper money for 
specie. The idea that money was to be made by specu- 
lating on the inconvenience of a metalic currency; or that 
paper money was to be created, merely to enable a few to 
realize laige sums by turning the act of its creation to their 
own account, never, for a moment, entered the minds of those 
who ficst adopted this useful and valuable expedient. Their 
object was the obtainment of a representative possessing ali tie 
utslity and value, without any of the inconvenience of the thing 
represented. In this pomt of view the increase of the sub- 
stitute beyond the actual value and amount of its principal, is 
a fraud upon the public. The man who takes it in payment 
for his labor, his goods or his lands is cheated. My object 
will, therefore be, on the one hand, to confine, as far as in me 
hes, the amount of paper money within the bounds just stated, 


winile on the other, public accommodation and the demands of 


business will be consulted. 

The exercise of the appointing power is a task of much de- 
licacy. The present constitution has entrusted it to the judg- 
ment and discretion of the chief magistrate. His object should 
be the selection of officers who will advance the comfort and 
prosperity of all, by a faithful, honest and efficient discharge 
of their duty. While the power remains in my hands that 
object will be Kept in view. 


The supremacy of the laws and the equal rights of the peo- 
ple, whether threatened or assailed by individuals, or by se- 
cret, sworn’ associations, | shali, se far as may be compatible 
with the constitutional power of the executive, endeavor to 
maintain, as well in complance with the known will of the 
people, as from obligations of duty tothe commonweatth. In 
these endeavors I shall entertain no doubt of zealous co-opera- 
tion by the enlightened and patriotic legislature of the state. 
The people have willed the destruction of all secret societies, 
and that will cannot be disregarded. 

In the attempt to render the power of the laws eqnal and 
supreme over all, that certainty in their operation which is so 
essentially conducive to the prevention of crime, should be 
also kept in view. Ina community possessing a criminal code 
so proverbially mild, and a mode of trial so fair and open, as 
that to which we belong, the pardoning power should be rarely 
and with extreme caution interposed. I trust I shall be enabl- 
ed, in the use of it, to listen only to the demands of public 
justice and the general good. No consideration arising from 
feclings of mere pity, or from respect of person or station, 














shall influence my conduct. When punishment is certain, 
crime decreases, and then only may the severity of the laws 
with safety be still further mitigated, 

{ enter upon the discharge of the arduous duties of the office 
of governor, with the constitutions which | have just sworn to 
support, as the guide, and the prosperity of the people of 
Penusylvauia as the object of iny labors; relying upon the 
legislature for aid in my endeavors to serve Our eommon COon- 
slilnents, and upon the candor and liberality of my tellow 
citizens to excuse the unintentional and vnavoidable errors 
that may occur in my administration of the government. That 
those errors may not be permanently injurious to my native 
state, is my sincere prayer to that Being on whom alone sure 
reliance can be placed, and from whom cometh that wisdom 
which cannot err. JOSEPH RITNER, 

December, 15, 1835. 


MR. FORSYTH AND GOV. MASON—OF MICHIGAN, 
From the Detroit Journal. 

Ilon. John Forsyth, caused to be printed in the Free Press a 
communication in reply to some remarks in a dinner speech of 
Mr. Mason, imputing unfair dealing on the part of Mr. Forsyth 
towards bin the said Mason. In the Free Press of the next 
day, Mr. Mason comes out with a replication which we sus- 
pect will make the secretary’+ hair stand erect. 

We have not room in our paper for the altercation, albeit we 
shonld be very bappy to copy the whole of it. 

Mr. Forsyth’s letter says two or three rather severe things 
about Mr. Mason, but in a quiet sort of way, as if he did not 
care much about our governor. 

We copy enough from Mr. Forsyth to present the points in 
issue between the parties. 

**Professing the highest veneration for the character of the 
president, and the greatest gratitude tor his kindness, he makes, 
in the same breath, a violent attack upon one of the members 
of bis cabinet, for acts done under his eye, and by his orders. 
It would not be difficult to fathom the motive which led toa 
course so extraordinary and inconsistent; butit is not the pur- 
pose of this publication to scan or to expose the views of Mr, 
Mason. Its object is simply to present evidence of the ulter 
destitution of even probability in the charges which he has 
thought proper to prefer against Mr. Forsyth. All the official 
documents connected with the subject will, without doubt, be 
laid before congress; and the people of Michigan will then have 
an opportunity of judging whether any portion of the correspon- 
dence from the department of state is either equivocal or diffi- 
cult to be understood. In the mean time, some private letters 
are offered to their inspection, Which wall throw light upon the 
contrast that exists between Mr. Mason’s after dinners assertions 
and the facts of the case. 


“*Ilis first allegation is, that the proposition for a compromise, 
which was made by Messrs. Rush and Howard, the commis- 
sioners, proceeded in effect froni Mr. Forsyth: that he ‘knew 
of its existence from its first origin, and that if not his offspring, 
it had become the child of his adoption; and that his subsequent 
disavowal was but to shicld himself from responsibility.? The 
following extracts from private letters of the commissioners, it 
is hoped, will teach Mr. Mason the danger as well as the impro- 
priety of assuming facts, from which to draw deductions, im- 
peaching the character or conduct of others.’”? 

Mr. F. then goes on to make out his case by producing the 
letters, &c. referred to. 

Now for Mr. Mason. 

“The profound respeet which should be borne for the elevat- 
ed position you occupy, has, and might stil have preserved you 
from reproaches, had you remained silent upon the occasion, 

jut yeu have thrown yourself before the public, and if any 
thing now escapes me calculated to wound your pride of cha- 
racter, you will attribute it, not to a forgetfulness of what is 
due to the station youn hold, but to a recollection, that the in- 
cumbeut is no more thap my equal in rights, and less than my 
equal in all the principles of an honest man. 

* a sd * * * * 


‘“Itis not now, that I would tamely forfeit their (the people’s) 
esteem by a sacrifice of my character, although the assagsin 
should prove one high in authority. 

+ * x * * = » 


‘*] must beg leave to inform you that you cannot be acquitted 
by the testimony of Messrs. Rush and Howard, who have kind- 
ly volunteered in your behalf. Those gentlemen are considered 
your aiders and abetters in the matter. [will not permit you 
to swear foreach other. You stand jointly arraigned at the 
bar of publie opinion, and that tribunal will pot authorise you 
to testify in each other’s behalf.’ 

Ilere is the winding up: 

*-Hypocrisy being regarded by you perhaps, as a profession, 
rather than as a destitution of principles, you are always ready 
to suspect it in others. 

*f have thus, sic, written ina style which, althongh it may be 
offensive to you, | trust nay not prove unprofitable. You say 
you have taught mea lesson. IL hope the obligation is now 
cancelled. Borrowing your principles and morals from the pre- 
cinets of a foreign court, you have mistaken the character of 
your country and have forgotten, that you are the officer of a 
suuple republic. The people of this country are unaccustomed 
to the tricks of diplomacy, and require plaip and open dealing 
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from their public agents. Intrigue may flourish for a while, 
but it will ultimately prove its own ruin. In public as in pri- 
vate life, the man who is once found a profligate, is ever after 
suspected. The two, your experience may inform you, are 
generally found in the same individual. Begin then anew, and 
although you may not succeed in convincing the world that you 
are an honest man, you may at least induce them to believe, 
that you are not so bad as you have been. 
“STEVENS T. MASON. 
** Detroit, Nov. 26, 1835.”’ 


9 BO Gtr 
COL. RICHARD M. JOHNSON. 

On Friday last this distinguished citizen arnved in our City. 
During bis sojourn he was waited on by many persons of all 
political parties, anxious to welcome the bona fide ‘‘hero of 
the Thames.”’ 

A number of our ‘citizens tendered to colonel Johnson a 
publie dinner. He dechined the invitation. ‘The correspoud- 
ence Is suljoimed. [ Pittsburgh Mercury. 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 28, 1835. 
Hon. R. M. Johnson: 

Dear sik: ‘The undersigned, learning your arrival in their 
city, feel that they would be lost to those sertiments which 
should warm and animate the bosoms of American citizens, 
did they not by some public mark indicate the esteem and high 
regard which they entertain for one whose whole life has been 
distinguished by the most unreserved devotion to the cause of 
liberty. 

Although our country now enjoys peace and prosperity, and 
has assumed that proud stand among nations to which ber 
resources and her gallantry entitle her, we cannot be unmindful 
of the time she was beset by foes from without, and distracted | 
and weakened by enemies within—nor can We ever cease to 
remember with gratitude, the man who then periled his life 
in her cause, 

ingratitude has been said to be the vice of republics—it isa 
vice, however, sir, with which the American republic is not, | 
and we fondiy hope, never will be chargeable. The people of 
the United States are noble and generous, and are ever ready 
to reward and honor merit, whether displayed in the tented 
field, or in the legislative hall. 

The citizens of Pittsburgh have not forgotten the bravery and 
chivalry exhibited by you during the last war. They still 
recollect the gallant regiment of mounted volunteers of which 
you were the commander—its rapid march to the defence of 
our unprotected frontier. They still recollect the privations 
endured, and the wounds received by you in that memorable 
campaignun—the battle which followed—the death of an artful 
and sanguinary lidian clieftain by your own hand—acts, the 
bold daring of which have honored your name with the im- 
perishable title of **hero of the Thames.”? 

We would also embrace the present occasion lo assure you, 
that the liberal and enlightened policy advocated by you, during 
the long period you have occupied your present distinguished 
station in the national legislature, bas been such, as to demand 
our highest commendation, 

The undersigned would, therefore, in behalf of the demo- 
cratic citizens of Pittsburgh and vicinity, as a testimonial of 
their regard, invite you to partake of a public dinner at such 
time as your Convenicuce may suggest. 

Very respectfully, &e. 
EB. Troviilo, 
1. N. (loops, 
A. Alexander, 
E. J. Roberts, 
John Smith, 
Joba Sarber, 
R. A. Campbell, 
Ilugh Sweeney, 
C. Upperman, 
Patrick Doran, 
John Brown, 
SB. Scot, 
Win. MeCreery, 
John Seully, 
Joho 3. Blakely, 
Thomas Phillips, 
Win. Kelly, 
Jolin MeFarland, 
M. Dubbs, 
Jared Irwin, 
David Lyueh. 


John Gatlagher, 
James Patterson, 
H. G. Rogers, 
Win. Bryant, 
Thomas Livingston, 
Richard Piillips, 
Win. Alexander, 
Linton Rogers, 
Thos. Hamilton, 
L,. S. Joins, 
Wm. Le Baron, 
A. Morris, 

G. R Riddle, 

W. Robinson, jr., 
Win. C. Enost, 
Hugh Toner, 
Jacob Smith, 
Win. H. Saith, 
W. Closev, 

Win. McClure. 
James McTurk, 
COL. JOMNSON’S REPLY. 

Pittshureh, Nov. Ith, 1835. 

GenTLeMen: Your letter has just been received, tendering 
me in bebalf of the citizens of Pittsburgh, a public entertain- 
ment, as a testimonial of regard for my civil and wilitary 
services. If any thing could euliance the value of this civility, 
it would be the unbounded kindness of manner with which 1 
haa been offered. 

The flattering notice you have been pleased to take of the 
public acts of my past life, calls for the fillest expression of 
gratitude. It is true, | was in congress when those daring 
outrages and insults were offered to our national flag, and in 
common with the great mass of my fellow citizens I deeply 





resented them.— When repeated injury left no alternative but 


war, I felt it to be my imperious duty to vote for that declara- 
tion which was to repel the invaders of my country, which did 
most gloriously efface the remembrance of national dishonor. 

The very first stage of the war were those of suffering and 
disaster. It was then that I thought of the field. 1 belong not 
to the profession of arms, and was no soldier by education. 
But honored with a public trust in time of extreme peril and 
alarm, by a most coufiding and patriotic district, | should not 
have considered myself worthy of such high coufidence, bad I 
not been equally ready with my fellow citizens to sustain in 
person a war, for which [ had given my vote. My services, 
therefore, as well as those of my valiant associates, many of 
which were my juniors, and many veterans Who were exempt 
by age from military duty, were purely voluntary. But fired 
by a sense of injury, they were obedient to the call of duty, aud 
at the first sound of the trumpet were found in the field where 
they achieved the victory to which you have alluded, 

That the battle of the Thames was a signal and important 
victory, it would be affectation in me to deny. Itis, however, 
my highest pride that the mounted segiment of volunteers who 
served under my command, and Who encountered supenor 
numbers with undaunted bravery, should have so honorably 
sustained themselves in your eyes and in the estimation of 
their countrymen. 

The commendation you have bestowed upon my civil servi- 
ces | have endeavored to merit—uever having attempted to 
acta very conspicuous part in the deliberations of congress, 
it Was my Constant aim to embody in our legislative code and 
to carry into practical detail the great principles established by 
our revolution. I have endeavored in my humble way, to 
strengthen those barriers which have been wisely thrown 
around the rights of conscience, and to protect the freedom of 
both political and religious opinions. My creed always has 
been that government Was instituted for the benefit of the many 
and not for the few—that merit was the only true basis of dis- 
tinction, and that the public power should be used equally for 
the protection of every class and denomination of citizens. If 
you meant that [ have labored to uphold those principles with 
unabated energy, you have done ine nothing but justice. 

i sincerely thank you for the honorable welcome which you 
have given me. | assure you I am not insenstble to this proof 
of your kindness. It is now upwards of twenty-two years 
since | visited your place. ‘Then it was a prosperous village— 
now I find it a large and flourishing city—a great emporium of 
arts and commerce, with a popolation, including the suburbs, 
of forty thousand inhabitants. The site, an important one— 
the head of thirty thousand miles of navigable waters, seems to 
have been marked out by the hand of nature, as a connecting 
link between the eastern and western limits of our great con- 
federacy. Mechanical invention and the labor of man have 
strengthened with tenfold capability that position, by an ad- 
mirable system of roads, canals and steam navigation. The 
whole western country ts under the deepest obligations to you, 
for the skillof your artizans and mechanies. You have by 
your manufactures of machinery, alone added a tremendous 
power to the agents of nature, and aceclerated with a prodigi- 
ous spred the growth of the valley of the Mississippi; while 
your archirects exceed in floating thoce arks, which beas to the 
ocean the rich products of your soil and the fruits of your 
industry. 

| sincerely trust that you will not be content with this tem- 
poral greatness alone, but that you will cherixh the higher am- 
bition of perpetuating freedom in the land, by holding these rich 
bequests of Providence, as an inheritance to the present gen- 
eration and generations yet unborn. | regret, that an inmedi- 
ate attendance to my duties as a member of congress, will pre- 
vent me from accepting your kind invitation to a public dinner, 

With sentiments of great respect and esteem. vour fellow 
citizen, R. M. JOHNSON, 

Jo Messrs. Gallagher, and others. 

9B Oe 
DANIEL WEBSTER AND ANTI-MASONRY. 

From the Pennsylvania Telegraph, published at Harrisburgh, 
of 9th inst. we copy the following correspondence between the 
anti-masonic del gates to the state convention, trom Alleghany 
county, aud Daniel Webster. [twas communicated to that pa- 
per by two of the delegates, Messrs. Gilleland and Irwin, 

LETTER TO DANIEL WEBSTER. 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 11, 1835. 
Hon. Daniel Wehster, Boston, Massachusetts: 

Sir: The democratic anti-masons of Alleghany county, by 
their delegates in convention assembled, have this day appoint- 
ed the undersigned to represent them in a democratic anti- 
masonic state convention, to be holden at Harrisburg, on the 
l4th day of December next, with instructions to urge your 
nomination by that body as a candidate for the office of presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Your anti-masoniec fellow-eitizens here, have been inflnenc- 
ed in their decision, not only by the esteem in which they hold 
vour character as a statesman, and devoted friend of the eon- 
stitution, but also by the impression which has been made on 
their minds of vour entire accordance in opinion with them on 
the subject of secret associations. 

For the satisfaction of our political friends in other sections 
of this commonwealth, we shall be most happy af you wall 
enable as to subinit to them your opintons respecting the order 
of treemasoury, an institution whose principles and obligations 
the people of Penusyivania firmly believe to be dangerous to 
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civil liberty, and in contravention of the established rights of 
American citizens. We are respectiully, &c, 
HARMAR DENNY, 
BENJAMIN DARLINGTON, 
JAMES C. GILLELAND, 
NEVILLE B. CRAIG, 
W. W. iRWIN, 
Delegates from the county of Allegnany to the democratic 
anti-masonic state convention of Pennsylvania. 
REPLY. 
Boston, Nov. 20, 1835. 

GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to acknowledge your favor of 
the Lith inst. the receipt of which has been delayed, for a few 
days, by ny absence trom home. 

Permit me, gentiemen, to express my grateful sense of the 
respect shown me by my fellow citizens, the members of the 
convention of democratic anti-masons of Alleghany county, in 
their recent proceedings as set forth in your communication, 
The esteem they are pleased to express for my public character, 
and their confidence in my attachment to the constitution of 
the country, demand my profound acknowledgments. 

Nor do they do me more than justice, iu their belief of my 
entire accordance in their opinions, on the subject of secret 
societies. You express a wish, however, that for the satisfac- 
tion of friends, in other parts of the state, L should enable you 
to make known my sentiments respecting the order of freema- 
sonry. Ihave no hesitation, gentlemen, in saying, that how- 
ever unobjectionable may have been the original objects of the 
institution, or however pure may have been the motives and 
purposes of individual members, and notwithstanding the many 
great and good men who have from time to time belonged to 
the order; yet, nevertheless, it is ar institution, which, in my 
judgment, is essentially wrong in the principle of its formation; 
that from its very nature, it is liable to great abuse; that among 
the obligations, which are found to be imposed on its members, 
there are such as are entirely mcompatible with the duty of 
good citizens; and that ALL SECRET ASSOCIATIONS, the mem- 
bers of which take upon themselves extraordinary obligations 
to one another, and are bound together by sBeCRET OATHS, are, 
naturally, sources of jealousy and just alarm to others; are es- 
pecially unfavorable to harmony and mutnal confidence among 
mea living together under popular institutions; and are danger- 
Ous to the general cause of civil liberty and good government. 
Under the influence of this conviction, IT 1S MY OPINION, THAT 
THE FUTURE ADMINISTRATION OF ALL SUCH OATHS, AND THE 
IMPOSITION OF ALL SUCH OBLIGATIONS, SHOULD BE PROHIBITED 
BY Law. 

[ express these opinions, gentlemen, with the less reserve on 
this occasion, inasmuch as they have been often expressed al- 
ready, and not only to some of your own number, and many of 
your own friends, but to others, also, with whom | have at dif- 
ferent times, conversed on the subject. 

Of the political principles and conduct of the anti-masons of 
Pennsylvania, I have spoken freely in my place in the senate, 
and under circumstances which took from the occasion al! just 
suspicion of any indirect purpose. ‘The opinions, then express- 
ed, are unaltered. 1 have ever found the anti-masons of Penn- 
rylvania true to the constitution, to the union, and to the great 
interests of the country. ‘They have adopted the ‘‘suPREMACY 
OF THE LAWS,” as their leading sentiments, and | know none 
more just, or more necessary. If there be among us any so 
high, as to be too high for the authority of law, or so low, as to 
be too low for its regard and protection; or if there be any, who 
by any means whatever, may exempt themselves from its con- 
trol, then, to that extent, we have failed to maintain an equal 
government. ‘The supremacy of the constitution and the laws 
is the very foundation stone of republican institutions; if it be 
shaken, or reinoved from its place, the whole system must ine- 
Vitably totter to its fall. 

Your obliged friend, and fe'low citizen, 
DANIEL WEBSTER. 

To Messrs. Harmar Denny, Benj. Darlington, J. C. Gilleland, 
Neville B. Craig, W. W. Irwin, delegates from the eounty of 
Alleghany, to the democratic anti-masonic convention of 
Pennsylvania. 

THE THREE EXTRA GLOBES. 
From the Nashville Republican. 

We perceive inquiries made in the Jackson Truth Teller 
and Randolph Recorder, in reference to the three Extra Globes, 
that were received by each member of the legistature at the 
commencement of the session, to which we should have re- 
plied before this, but for our indisposition. The editors of 
these papers do not read the Republican as attentively as we 
had hoped they did, or they would have seen that this circum- 
stance has been alluded to, more than once, in our columns. 

Itis a fact, which, we presume, will not be denied, that, at 
the conimencement of the session of the Tennessee legislatare, 
three copies of the Extra Globe were received by each mem- 
ber, under the frank of the president of the United States, one 
of which was also directed in his own hand writing. Vhese 
Globes, at least, those which we have seen, are under date of 
the J]th, the 18th and the 25th of September; and contain no 
inconsiderable quantity of that abuse and misrepresentation 
against judge White and the hon. John Bell, with which the 
columns of this violent party journal has been for months so 
liberally filed. Besides these attacks upon two of Tennessee's 
most distinguished sons, we have inter alias res, Mr. Benton’s 





speech on the president’s protest, and his speech, delivered in 
the senate on the 27th of February, on the expunging resolu- 
tions, with suitable comments thereon by the editor. It was 
well known that an effort would be made in the present legis- 
lature, tO pass resolutions instructing our senators to vote for 
these expunging resolutions of Mr. Benton, and how far it was 
intended that these Extra Globes should influence the mem- 
bers in their opinions upon that subject, we shall not pretend 
to say, nor shall we stop to inquire into the propriety, dignity 
or deheacy of that act, by which the first officer of a great na- 
tion condescends to take an active part in endeavoring to shape 
the decision of the intelligent representatives of a free people, 
upon a subject in which his own character is concerned. The 


good sense of every reflecting man will suggest the proper com- 
ments. 


From the Alabama Intelligencer. 

{Presidential franking. We have already alluded to the 
franking of Extra Globes to the members of the legislature of 
‘Tennessee by the president of the United States; but at that 
time we had not as full a knowledge of the tacts as we have 
since obtained. Each member of the legislature of that state 
received three Extra Globes, containing, among other things, 
much editorial abuse of judge White and Mr Benton’s speech 
on the expunging resolutions, franked severally by “Andrew 
Jackson, P. U. S.”’ and the entire direction or address of one of 
each three was in the president’s own hand writing. 

The reader will remember the response made by the mem- 
bers of that legislature to these billet-doux of the president. 
They immediately afterwards unenimously elected judge 
White to the senate of the United States; and, within a few 
days, nominated him to the presidency. 

The same game, or nearly the same, has been played in re- 
gard to our legisiature. They have each of them (or if there 
have been any omissions we have not heard of them) received 
tivo Extra Globes, franked by the president. We glanced alittle 
into one of them and found in it @ phillippie against judge 
White, ridiculing his heroiem, &e. Mr. Benton’s speech on the 
expunging resolutions, and various olber matters of like eharac- 
ter. 

We have heard no man speak of this course of proceeding 
who approved it. Some have declared to us that they did not 
believe the newspaper statements from Tennessee on the same 
subject; that they had to see the franks, themselves, to give 
credit to the fact. Itis doubtless a subject of mortification to 
the president’s most unflinching and persevering friends. We 
have certainly no disposition to make the president the subject 
of attack, when he is so soon to retire from public life; but we 
cannot, ae honest journalists, pass by acts like these without 
the expression of our decided disapprobation. Yet itis not ne- 
cessary that we should aay much: the facts themselves speak to 
an enlightened people. If they do not regard it as a novelty in 
the history of our government; if they do not esteem it a prosti- 
tution of the franking privilege to improper purposes; if they do 
not regaré it as dictation or tampering with the freedom of opi- 
nion; if they see no indelicacy in it—not bringing of high offi- 
cial station in confict with the freedom of legislation—then no- 
thing we could say would have any effect. We leave the mat- 
ter to undergo the test of the moral feeling of the community. 

[Since writing the above, we have received the following 
communication, for publication, from Mr. Womack, the mem- 
ber of the legislature by whom it is signed. The original, of 
which this is a copy, has been addressed directly, and sent by 
mail, to the president himeelf. This communication, while it 
is dignified and respectful in language, carries with it that spirit 
of freedom, and that regard to the purity of official station, 


which is so highly commendable in a representative of the peo- 
plel. 


MR. WOMACK’S LETTER. 
House of representatives, Tuscaloosa, Nov. 18, 1835. 
Andrew Jackson, president of the United States: 

DEAR SIR: ‘Two extra copies of the Globe addressed to me, 
bearing your frank, and containing the speech of Thomas H. 
Benton on the *ferpunging resolutions,’’ were this morning 
placed upon my table. 

I herewith enclose them to you again, without delay. There 
is no channel of communication between us: we are not per- 
sonally acquainted. There is, therefore, no mode through which 
you can address me, unless it be officially, and in the discharge 
ofsome public function imposed upon you by the constitution 
and laws of the land; and as itis evident that this is not in dis- 
charge of any such public function, the conclusion therefore 
follows that itis improper for you thus to address me: and it 
would be equally improper in me to receive from you sucha 
communication. 

Upon looking around, IT recognise papers of the eame charac- 
ter bearing your frank, addressed to the other members of the 
legislature; and we are credibly informed that the members of 
the Jegislature of Tennessee received similar papers at the open- 
ing of the session in that etate. 

Sir: do you forget the character of the people that vou ad- 
dresz, and the form of government under which we live? Do 
you forget, too, the selemn promise you have made not to inter- 
fere with the elective franchise, and the freedom of opinion? 

Your evident object in this instance is to influence the opinions 
of members of the legislature. And, whether they concur or 
not with the United States senate in the resolution which they 





een 8 nes Le RMN oe 


i AER ET AEA 4 = 





“sere? 





wot Whar = 


NILES’ REGISTER—DEC. 26, 1885—MR. WISE’S SPEECH. 295 





wg = - anteted eee ncmapainenetnsmapall 


adopted condemnatory of the conduct of the executive in re- 
moving the public deposites, is not necessary for me now to 
say; but f do most solemnly object and protest against this prae- 
tice of the president of the United States, of addressing any 
communication whatever to the members of a state legislature 
for the purpose of influencing their actions and opinion. [tis 
without precedent, and fraught with fearful and dangerous con- 
sequences. 

I here take oceasion also to enter my protest against the late 
practice of the executive in appealing trom decisions of the U. 
States senate, to the state legislatures and the people. The 
members of this body, without doubt, are strictly responsible to 
their constituents; nur can it be doubted that they will he held 
to this responsibility. But itis notcompetent forthe executive 
to make himself a third party in such a case, and exercise the 
weight of hie popularity, the patronage of the government, and 
the influence which his peculiar position and station give him 
in procuring such a verdict as may be in accordance with the 
laws **as he understands them.” 

The senate is the only practical check npon the encroach- 
ments of the executive; and the resolutions passed, and the de- 
clarations of opinion made, by that body should be held, in a case 
like the present, as legitimate anid sacred. 

To what weight and authority would a resolution of the Ala- 
bama legislature be entitled, instructing her senators in con- 
gress to vote for Mr. Benton’s expunging revolutions, which. 
instead of being spontaneons and voluntary, should be extorted 
by such schemes and devices as these on the part of the execu- 
tive of the United States? 

Sir, I solemnly entreat you to pause for one moment, and se- 
riously contemplate the evil and dangerous consequences whieh 
may result from such a course! Consider the high and respon- 
sible station to which you have been called by a grateful, but 
free and enlightened people, and not only abstain studious'ty 
and cautiously, from all interference with elections, and with 
the free exercise of public opinion, but avoid the use of all 
doubtful powers, and let your eourse be ench, that in all things 
you may be like Cesar’s wile, above suspicion! 

It is with feelings the most respectful, that these remarks 
are made toyvou. That ‘-you have done the state some ser- 
viece,’’ even envy herself wiil not pretend to deny. T warmiy 
supported your election to the presidency in 1829 and in 1633 
I am proud of the brilliant page which your exploits have added 
tothe American history. | would be the last man who would 
wish to fiich one leaf from your well earned laurels, and it has 
not been without feelings of the most painful and deep regret 
that I have witnessed some of the late acts of your administra- 
tion. TF have, however, looked on “more in sorrow than in an- 
ger,’’and have found some apology for you in the circumstance 
that you are now far declined in the vale of years, and are sur- 
rounded by a corps of ingenious and subtle flatterers,. who 
would, if it were possible, deceive Beelzebub himself. Sir, let 
me entreat you to listen not to their hollow and deceitful pre- 
tensions; and last, though not least, let me solemnly entreat 
you to take discretion for your tutor, and do not interfere with 
the approaching election for president. With great respect, J 
am your fellow cilizen, JOHN W. WOMACK. 

8 B Be 
CASE OF COM. DALLAS. 
Norfolk county, Oct. 4, 1835. 

ResPecten sir:—I feel it my duty to communicate to you 
an interference on the part of captain Dallas, (who it is said is 
the eommander of the ehip Constellation, now ready for sea), so 
that I was prevented by him from executing a writ from our 
eourt put into my hands, commanding me to take into custody, 
&e. a iman by the name of Turner, then on board the ship Con- 
stellation aforesaid. And in order to discharge my duty, (as 
sheriff of the county), I proceeded to the ship, saw the captain 
or commodore, and inquired of him if he had a man on board 
by the name of Turner? He replied, hesitatingly, I don’t know 
—but almost with the same breath, said yee, and inquired my 
business with him. I told him { had a process against him. 
He then said—what is it? IT told hima writ fordebt. Te then 
said he isan honorable man, and will pay his debts—take him— 
but you know, or know you, that you have no authority to do so. 
I replied, that [| do not know that, sir. He then said, he could 
convinee me [ had no authority, &c. To which I replied, he 
could not convince me, &c. He then said [| was ignorant of 
my duty. I told him it was to be presumed I had some know- 
ledge of the laws of my state under which T acted. He then 
said, damn the (or your) state laws—we are not governed by 
the state Jaws, but by the laws of the United States. I told 
him I thought I had some knowledge also of the United States 
laws. fle then said Il!) be damned now if you shall take him— 
get out of the ship—men take this man out of the ship. Seeing 
that I could not take a man of war, nor execute the process, I 
got out of the ship as readily as convenient, surrounded by some 
eight or ten, or more “men” in uniform, ready, seemingly, to 
obey their captain. So soon as | was on shore, 1 made the 
eonduct of the captain generally known, and was advised by 
some to communicate the matter to you immediately, and | am 
sorry that I did not instantly do so; but I deferred, thinking 
some law might be found to reach him more speedily. It ia the 
principle of the thing that mostly prompts me to write vou now, 
in order that the like or more dangerous acts of the kind may 
be guarded against, as well also as the punishment of this man, 
as the case calls for. If l have made too much of this matter, 
your knowledge of men and things wil! pardon the oflence. 
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From the highest considerations, I am, sir, your very obedi- 
ent servant, 


WM. B. MANNING, sheriff of Norfolk county. 
To his exe’y L. W. Tazewell, esq. gov. of Virginia. 


Executive Department, Richmond, Oct. 10, 1835. 
Srr: [have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of a letter 
I have just received trom the sheriffot the county of Norfolk, 





der is required of me as a duty to the United States. 


in this state. In transmitting this official report made to me by 
a respectable officer of our law, | do but perform what I consi- 


It belongs 


| to you only to decide what is proper to be done under such cir- 


cumstances as are represented in the inclosed document; and 
Ido not doubt that you will promptly adopt such a course in 
this matter, as to your diseretion shall seem best. 

I have the honor to be, very respectinily, your excellency’s 
most obedient servant, LITTON W. TAZEWELL. 


| To his exe. Andrew Jackson, prest. U. S. Washington. 





Navy department, 15th Oct. 1835. 

Sir: The president has referred to this department your 
letter to him of the 10th inst. enclosing one addressed to your- 
self by Win. B. Manning, sheriff of the county of Norfolk, in 
which he complains that he had been prevented by commodore 
Dallas from executing a writ upon a man by the name of 
| ‘Turner, on board the United States frigate Constellation, at 

the time ready for sea, and complaining also of the manner in 
which he was treated by cominodore Dallas, 

3y the Sth section of an act of congress of the lith July, 
1798, entitled, “an act for the establishing and organizing a 
marine corps,” itis enacted that ‘*the non-commissioned offi- 
| cers, invsicians, seamen and marines, who are or shall be enlist- 
ed into the service of the United States, shall be, and they are 
hereby exempted during their term of service, from all personal 
arrests for any debts or contracts.”’ 

Under this section, midshipmen, as non-commissioned off- 
cers, have been considered as free from arrest. Andin the case 
of Charles C. Russel!, a midshipman, but acting as lientenant, 
who was arrested at Norfolk for debt nearly twenty vears ego, 
escaped the effect of an arrest, by sheltering himself under his 
privilege as a midshipman, and stating, that although acting as 
lientenant, he was not commissioned as such. 

Under the construction given to this secon, no doubt com- 
modore Dallas thought himself justified in preventing an arrest 
ofa midshipman detailed for duty on board his ehip, when 
about to sail for a station to which he had been ordered, I 
shall, however, without delay call upon commodore Datlas for 
can explanation of his interferenee in this care, and for the 

manner of his treatment of the shenff entrusted with the service 
of the process, 

Tam sorry that sheriff Manning’s statement to you had not 
been made sooner, so that an explanation might bave been ob- 
tained from commodore Dallas before he sailed, and midship- 
man Turner detached from the ship, if he was taking the ad- 
vantage of his situation to avoid the payment of a just debt, or 
to screen himself from process. Commodore Dallas sailed two 
days before the date of your letter to the president, 

1 will not undertake to say at this time, that an improper con- 
struction bas been given to this law, as it respects midshipmen; 
but ifthe right construction haa been given, the law itself must 
be wrong. Midshipmen onght not to be free from arrest for 
debt in time of peace, except when on actual duty at sea—or 
when detailed for duty, and on board a ship of war about to 
enil. 

T have the honor to be, with great respeet and esteem, your 
obedient servant, MAHLON DICKERSON, 


| 
| 
| 








llig excellency, Littleton IV. Tazewell, governor of Virginia, 
—— BB Bee — 
MR. WISE’S SPEECH 
In the house of representatires— Monday, Dec. 17. 


[ We have seen several sketches of Mr. Wise’s speech, more 
racy than that which follows. We copy it from the “National 





Intelligencer.’? Jt will be found severely pointed—thongh it 
has not all the power of the former reports. It was delivered 
on a motion made by col. R. M. Johnson to supply certain 
heads of departments and bureaus, &c. with copies of the 
printed documents. } 

Mr. Wise said, that he was utterly opposed to the resolution 
on the score of economy, but in another, and much more im- 
portant, point of view, such a resolution was actually abhor- 
rent to the principles of our government, and to the indepen- 
dence of the legislation of this house. Sir, instead of being 
what we are by the constitution, an independent branch of the 
national legislature, this resolution wonld resolve us into a 
MERE COMMITTEE, lo report proceedings of the legislative depart- 
ment to the erecutfire! Gentlemen may not intend such an ef- 
fect, but this resolution does, in semblance and in substance, 
recognise a responsibility on the part of this house to the ex- 
ecutive for its legislative acts and proceedings. What, sir! has 
it come to this, that we shall daily carry to the foot of the 
throne a report of our proceedings, in order to show—not to 
the president, but to his very wnderiings—‘‘thus far have we 
gone,’ in order that they may say, ‘‘thus far shalt thon go and 
no farther!?? The executive department, sir, intermeddles al- 
ready too much with the performance of our legislative duties 
and functions, and I do solemnly protest against resolving upon 
this written invitation to superintend and interfere with our 
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action here, more than it has already done. I wish to preserve 
our own independence and the checks and balances of our 
government. 

(Here Mr. Anthony (of Pa.) made some remarks, which he 
concluded by saying that “‘executive departments had a right to 
know what we were doing in this house.’’} 

Mr. Wise again rose aud said, that he was astonished to hear 
such a right admitted or claimed for the executive on that floor. 
He would only call the attention of the house and the country 
to this claim for the executive as a right! 

Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, in reply to the gentleman from 
Virginia, challenged him to put his finger upon any one act of 
executive usurpation; remarking at the same time, Uthat it was 
easy to deal in general denunciations and declarations, but 
more difficult to support them by facts. He, Mr. J. looked to the 
voice of the people as his guide, and he doubted not that the 
president did. The president had been supported, in all his 
acts, by a large majority of the people, and could, therefore, 
with more reason, complain of the course of the gentleman, 
than the gentleman could of his. 


Mr. Wise said, in rejoinder, that the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky (col. Johnson) had called upon him to do that which it 
was the easiest thing imaginable to do. He would give him 
and the country the information asked for with the greatest 
pleasure; was happy to have the opportunity to give the gentle- 
man a satisfactory and direct reply, and was ready and willing 
to put his finger upon some acts of executive interference with 
the legislation of that house. When L speak, however, of ex- 
ecutive interference, [ do not mean the acts of the president 


alone, and let ne be so understood, but the acts of the whole or 


the departments. {fs it possible, sir, thatthe gentleman means 
it to be understood by his making this call, and by his manner 
of making it, that he himself does not suppose epecifications of 
active intermeddling with our business of legislation can be 
made? Why, sir, the gentleman trips!) Not specify acts of 
executive interference! Surely the gentleman knows that the 
constitution makes it the duty of the president to communicate 
to congress, by his message, his, the executive’s views of all 
our relations, and on all subjects of legislation. He is consti- 
tutionally bound to give us officially his opinions on what we 
should do and should not do as legislators. 

But Jet not the gentleman understand me as pointing to this 
constitutional duty as one of my specifications of executive in- 
terference. ‘Tu send us his message is no act of intermeddling, 
it is an act of duty and obligation. Sir, [ do not intend to evade 
the gentieman’s call. [ never will evade any responsibility on 
any occasion. I allude to this conslitutional duty, to contrast it 
expressly with other acts which the president’s or the execu- 
tive’s duty forbids. 1 allude to it for the purpose of reminding 
the gentleman that the constitution fixes the measure and mod: 
of executive interposition in acts of legislation. The cousti- 
tution intends that the president shall, by a public message, call 
our attention to all subjects of legislative action, aud that then 
the executive functions shall cease until we have performed 
our acts, and referred them to him for his constitutional sane- 
tion or veto. And the constitution intends, most cautiously 
and jealously intends, that whilst performing our acta, whilst 
deliberating, whilst discussing, whilst deciding upon laws to be 
passed or rejected, we shall be free and independent of execu- 
tive influence. Aud now, sir, what lt have said, meant to say, 
and mean to repeat, is, that we are not thus free and indepen- 
dent, that the executive dues in/ermeddle, improperly, danger- 
ously, and frequently with our legislative action! The geutle- 
man asks for me to point to the instances, and I will specify 
some of them. 

Was it not admitted the other day on this floor by a member 
of ‘the party,” and the chairman of a committee, (Mr. Suther- 
land), that our committees do not make their own reports? Who 
does make them?—not wrile them, sir, make them? Who but 
those who are consulted, and who advi-e on all our leading 
measures, and upon the “‘gneue”? of the “lead” of all our 
measures? The underlings aud all tell us what is to be done, 
and what not! Upon the appropriation bills, particularly, who 
has the chief control, the executive or the legislative depart- 
ment? Sir, [ refer to all the members of the house az witness- 
es. J ask of all the chairmen of committees, of every member 
of each committee, if the executive departments do not inter- 
fere with our legislation? Not alwavs, perhaps, with the know- 
ledge and consent or by the order of the president, but habitu- 
ally without orders, and always in pursuance of their own tn- 
terests. 

But this is dealing tao much in generalities for my own inter- 
est, and is trifling, comparatively, witha subject of mostserious 
moment. I will speciy a more signal and a warning instance 
of executive interference with the legislative action of this 
house by the president himself, the facts in relation to which I 
can verify and make good before the house and the nation. 

Sir, the power of the president over a single appointment 
alone, commanded, on this floor, thirty-five votes at least, in 
favor of one of the most important executive acts which ever 
agitated this couniry or afYected its interests. On no other 
question than the great deposite question of last session, | verily 
believe and have reason to know—I would, if required, make 
oath in support of the opinion—that the majority of the honse 
was decidedly again-t the act of the president, in reason, con- 
viction and conscience. But, sir, the true sense of the com- 
mons was stifled. The speaker of the house was kept in that 
chair, (pointing to the speaker’s chair), with au excculive pro- 





mise in his pocket until the work of the master was finishe “, 
There sat the speaker, like a cancer on the body politic, which 
rainified its roots {0 more than two or three, or two or three 
dozen seats on this fluor! There were no Jess than four chair- 
men of the principal standing committees with their eyes of 
aspiration fixed upon that high place, each longing to be succes- 
sor to the incumbent; and besides these, there was another 
candidate, also on an important committee. ‘To say nothing of 
the subordinates on these committees, who no doubt were 
some of them willing to have their chairman respectively elect- 
ed speaker, to create a fair vacancy for themselves, it is surely 
moderate in calculation to say that each of those five candi- 
dates had at least a half dozen of zealous friends—they were 
poor indeed ifthey had not. Each candidate looked to what is 
here called *“‘administration votes,??—a term which imports ex- 
ecutive interference, by the bye—to elect him, and according to 
my arithmetic, sir, the five candidates with their six friends 
each, made thirty-five votes, that according to the worth of the 
prize of epeaker’s clair, were morally certain to be “adminis- 
tration votes.”? Less than one-third of that number of votes 
would, if changed from one side to the other, have changed the 
vote of the house on that vital question; and | presume that no 
one here, who sees and knows what we all see and know, can 
doubt that these thirty-five votes, taken az the least possible 
number to be affected, were not influenced by, but Jeft tree and 
independent of executive influence! By the aid of these two 
officers, the minister to England and the speaker of the house 
of representatives, the one executive, the other legislative—one 
of whom the president appoints, and the other he does not ac- 
tually appoint—the president, | suppose, was not enabled to 
command a majority on this floor! What may not our president 
do in legislation when he has our speaker for his tool? So much 
for specifications, by which, let it be understood, | do not in- 
tend to be involved in any personalities. 

The gentleman says that he “looks to the voice ef the peo- 
ple!’—Aye, sir, and so do I, and so do we all, The time is now 
short—in due time, sir—yet a little while longer, and that voice 
shall come up to us and to bigh places in tones of thunder! 

The gentleman says that [I have denounced the president, 
Devouneed the president! 1 deny it, sir. Twiee have I sup- 
ported the president for his office, with a zeal, if not ability, 
which might exert itself equally ardent again, under the same 
circumstances. But, sir, nor for the president, nor for myself, 
will L conceal facts and truths from the people, when they are 
so pointedly called for both by the gentleman and the good of 
the country. Has it come to this, that political truth dare not 
be told lest the president be denounced? Yes, sir, there isa 
party which makes the president ‘a scape goat’? for its sins, 
and which always takes shelter under his great name. There 
are those who, if their acts be denounced, always raise the ery 
of “denunciation against the president,’?? who has as much rea- 
son as any man I know of, to pray God to save him from some 
of his friends! Why should I denounce the president in the 
discussion of this question? He does noi, | hope, call for this 
resolution. For the country’s sake, | hope he does not desire 
this debasing obsequiousness from this house, No patriot can 
ask that one department of our government shall humble itself 
to another. Sir, } hope that the gentleman himself, if he appre- 
hended what [ do from this resolution, would withdraw it and 
spurnit.$ | bave that respect for him to believe—he knows that 
Tam personally his friend—that if he foresaw the effects which 
[think | foresee from this, his measure, so humiliating to this 
house, he would abandon itat onee. But, sir, | must say, not, 
however in allusion to this instance, that there are too many 
voluntary and gratuitous offerings of fealty and flattery made 
to the president, which must nauseate him who is attempted to 
be flattered by them, which gall the spirits of freemen attached 
to him, and which impair the spirit of free institutions to which 
those freemen are still more attached. Sir, the underlings al- 
ways Lranscend, infinitely transcend the utmost ambition of 
kings themseives in doing honor and homage; and too often are 
our presidents compelled to be answerable, and made to be 
odious, for the officionsness of adulation and praise! TI never 
will halt, however, in the path of my duty because the presi- 
dentor his parasites stand in my way, 

The gentleman has said that he did not expect such a debate 
as this to arise upon such a proposition. L should have been 
surprised indeed, ifno voice here had been raised against such 
a proposition. This is no small matter, either in point of the 
money or of the principle which is proposed to be squandered 
and prostrated; and I beg the gentleman to reflect that the line 
of mareh towards the concentration and consolidation of power 
is always began by short steps at first, which are gradually and 
imperceptibly stretched into vast and fast strides, hastening 
onwards to the certain and fearful end of despotism! 


Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, then said, that the gentlemen had, 
no doubt, spoken what he believed to be true, in which he was 
perfectly justifiable, But what he had stated was a matier of 
personal opinion, in which he (Mr. J.) did not coincide. For 
his own part, thongh he had been in this and the other honse 
for twenty-nine snecessive years—ever sinee the first session 
after the attack on the Chesapeake—he could conscientiously 
say, that he had never acted ander any improper influence, and 
had never known any other member so to act. Ou the ocea- 
sion alluded to by the gentleman from Virginia, he bad not the 
least doubt that every member, on one side as well as on the 
other, voted conscientiously, and free from caecutive or other 
improper influence. This was his opinion. 
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